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NOVEMBER 2019
PRINCIPAL’S MESSAGE
St. Gregory school would like to thank the school community for
demonstrating the virtue of the month for October, gratitude, by sharing
food during the Thanksgiving Food Drive which was organized by the Me
to We team and donated to the Daily Bread Food Bank to help those in
need.
As we celebrate the virtue of peace in November, we mark the anniversary
of the end of the First World War and dedicate our time and attention to
learning from the past and thinking about how we can work towards
creating peace among nations. We will join together as a school
community to pray for all who suffer the pain and loss brought about by
war on our Remembrance Day School Mass scheduled for Friday,
November 8th, at 12: 30 p.m. Parents and family members are welcome to
attend.
The Progress Reports will be sent home with students on Tuesday,
November 12th. The Growing Success Progress Report provides teachers,
parents and students with a timely assessment indicating whether
students are progressing well or experiencing some difficulty. This allows
students, teachers and parents to collaborate on determining learning
goals and working on next steps for improvement and growth in learning
in order to support student learning and achievement. The parent/teacher
Interviews will take place over two evenings on Tuesday, November 12th
and Thursday, November 14th from 6:00 p.m. to 8:30 p.m. Parents will be
invited to book their interviews online. Friday, November 15th will be a P.A.
Day.
Grant, O Lord that I may face all that this new day is to bring with peace of mind.
Grant that I may dedicate myself completely to Your will.
For every hour of this day, instruct and support me in all things. Govern my thoughts
and feelings in all I do and say. When unforeseen things occur, do not let me forget
that everything comes from You.
Grant me strength, my Lord, for the challenges of the coming day and all that it shall
bring. Guide me and teach me to pray, to believe, to hope, to forgive, and to love.
Amen

J. Pannozzo

SCHOOL HOURS/TIMES
8:30 a.m.

MORNING ENTRY

10:12-10:27 a.m.

A.M. RECESS

11:15-12:15 p.m.

LUNCH HOUR

12:15 p.m.

AFTERNOON ENTRY

1:40-1:55 p.m.

P.M. RECESS

3:00 p.m.

DISMISSAL

All visitors to the school including parents
and guardians are expected to report to
the office immediately upon arriving at
the school.
A sign-in procedure is in place for every
individual who enters the school.
STUDENT ABSENCE REPORTING
School Messenger has been implemented
as the platform for reporting student late
arrivals and absences. Parents/Guardians
can reach School Messenger using the
following options:
PHONE
1-833-251-3286
ONLINE
https://go.schoolmessenger.ca/#/home
or SchoolMessenger Mobile App
Early Dismissal
Children who must leave before dismissal,
must be signed out by their
parent/guardian at the office. Please
contact your child through the office, not
by texting your child.

,

OCTOBER HIGHLIGHTS: HALLOWEEN AND WE SCARE HUNGER
On Thursday, October
31, 2019, the students
at St. Gregory wore
their
Halloween
costumes at school
and students from
Kindergarten to Grade
6 were also involved in
a Halloween Parade in
the morning. Many classes had their own celebrations in
their classrooms during the day.
During the week of November 4th, we will be collecting
Halloween candy for our annual Halloween Candy
Donation Drive to support Dr. Simone’s Canadian Food
for Children organization. This is an opportunity to share
Halloween candy with less fortunate children across the
world. Dr. Simone ships the candy directly to agencies
who work with children who are malnourished and often
dehydrated. The sugar stimulates their appetites and
their saliva which is necessary for these starving children
to eat again. It only takes one piece of candy to make a
difference! All candy must be in their original wrapping
and dropped off in a sealed bag.

Throughout the month of October, the Me To We team
led the St. Gregory school community in the We Scare
Hunger campaign. With the help of many generous
families, we were able to collect over 30 boxes of nonperishable food items to donate to our local daily food
bank. Thank you to all who participated!

TCDSB NEWS – MONTHLY UPDATE FROM THE BOARD
TAKE OUR KIDS TO WORK – NOVEMBER 6th

TCDSB SPEC. ED RESOURCE FAIR
•
•
•

CEC, 80 Sheppard Ave. E,
Atrium
November 9, 2019
9:00 am - 1:00 pm

ELEMENTARY PROVINCIAL REPORT CARD

The new Provincial Report Card
has been implemented
throughout all elementary schools
in the TCDSB. It is hoped that it
will provide you with clear,
detailed, straightforward
information about how your child
is achieving and progressing in
school in relation to provincial
curriculum expectations and
standards.
The Report Card for Grades 1 to 8
ensures that all students in
Ontario receive a standard form.
As Catholic schools, we use the
form that acknowledges our
commitment to Religious
education throughout the
curriculum. As well, the
knowledge and skills of Religious
education are reflected in a
section titled "Religious and
Family Life Education".
The Report Card reflects the vision
of the learner by describing
distinctive expectations that the
Catholic community has for
graduates of our schools.
These expectations are:
• A discerning believer formed in
the Catholic faith community
• An effective communicator
• A reflective and creative thinker
• A self-directed, responsible,
lifelong learner
• A collaborative contributor
• A caring family member
• A responsible citizen

Take Our Kids to Work Day is an annual event that allows our Grade 9
Students to spend the day at the workplace of their parent, relative, friend or
volunteer host to experience the world of work. This year the event will take
place on Wednesday November 6th.
Attached to this email you will find digital copies of Posters, Family Guides and
Student Permission Forms. In an attempt to stay eco-conscious, only a few
paper copies will be sent to each school. Please encourage your school
community to share this information digitally as much as possible.
If you are looking for further information please refer to the Learning
Partnership’s website: https://www.thelearningpartnership.ca/events/take-ourkids-to-work-day?lang=en-CA
If you require any additional information please contact our Experiential
Learning Resource Teacher, Rachel Allen.

REMEMBRANCE DAY – NOVEMBER 11th
On Remembrance Day, we honour the men and women who have served and
continue to serve Canada during times of war, conflict, and peace. More than
two million Canadians have served, with many wounded and making the
ultimate sacrifice during war and peacekeeping missions.
As Canadians, we remember the great contributions, sacrifices and efforts of
all of the brave Canadians who served at home and abroad. The Canadians
who went off to war believed that Canadian values were being
threatened. They truly believed in the words of King George IV: “Without
freedom, there can be no ensuring peace; and without peace no enduring
freedom."
On November 11th, we remember their service and their sacrifice and
recognize their enduring fight to preserve our freedom. We acknowledge their
courage and the peace they fought so hard to achieve.

GIFTED PROGRAM INFORMATION MEETING – NOVEMBER 28th
•
•

November 28, 2019 at 7:00 pm.
St. Edward School, 1 Botham Rd.

The Toronto Catholic District School Board offers Full Time/Congregated
Elementary Gifted Programs for students in Grades 6 to 8 who have an
exceptionality of Giftedness. These programs are integrated into the regular school
community. Important aspects of the program are curriculum extensions in depth,
breadth and pace, daily continuity of programming, collaboration with like-minded
peers and leadership opportunities.
A Parent Information evening will be held for parents/guardians interested in
exploring a full time elementary Gifted Program for their child with the
exceptionality of Giftedness.

CSPC NEWS
Parents are welcomed and
encouraged to share their ideas,
talents, suggestions and questions at
the monthly
CSPC meetings.
Please note that the next CSPC
meeting scheduled for
Wednesday, November 20th, 2019 at
7:00 p.m. in the school staff room.
Volunteers for various committees
and activities are always welcome.
St. Gregory CSPC is constantly in
need of parents who are willing to
volunteer some of their time to help
make each school activity successful.
CSPC is asking individuals interested
and/or able to volunteer on an ad
hoc basis to send an e-mail to the
following address:

CSPC FUNDRAISING

LUNCHTIME SUPERVISORS

The Big Box of Cards Campaign is the first
CSPC fundraiser for the 2019/2020 school
year. For the low price of $33, you will
receive 33 high quality greeting cards. All
money raised will continue to go towards
valuable programs and events at St.
Gregory’s. Please return your envelope with
payment by Monday November 4th, the last
day of this initiative. Additional boxes
purchased will be delivered the week of
November 11th. Students who sell 3 or
more boxes are entered into a draw to win
gift cards and a tablet.

St. Gregory is in need of lunchtime
supervisors. All applicants are
required to submit the documents
listed below to St. Gregory’s
administration. All documentation
will then be forwarded to Toronto
Catholic District School Board’s HR
Department for reviewal.

•

Thank you for your support in making this •
initiative a great success.
•
•

St. Gregory Catholic Women’s League

•
•

The annual “Christmas Bazaar” will once
again be taking place at St. Gregory Church
volunteersofstgregs@gmail.com.
this year. It has become the biggest
fundraiser for the Catholic Women’s League
and as a result they have been able to help
PEDICULOSIS
a great deal of charities such as, Sleeping
Outbreaks of pediculosis (head lice) are Children Around the World, Dorothy Ley
common among children. Lice can Hospice, Good Sheppard Refuge, St. Francis
spread quickly in group settings. If you Table, Elissa House (Women’s Shelter),
discover that your child has been Covenant House (Youth Shelter), Romero
infested with head lice, please advise the House (for new immigrants), St. Vincent de
school office so that the necessary steps Paul and many others who depend on their
can be taken to prevent further cases.
donation.
Lice is spread by head-to-head contact
with someone who already has head lice
or by contact with clothing (i.e., hats) or
personal items (i.e., combs) used by a
person with a lice infestation.
For further information you can go to the
Toronto Public Health website to
download a Lice Fact Sheet found under
the heading Communicable Disease
Control.

All applicants must submit the
following documents:

This year the sale will run on Saturday
November 16th from 9 a.m. to 3 p.m. The
Catholic Women’s League at St. Gregory’s
and their parishioners thank you for your
generosity to make the Christmas Bazaar a
great success, thereby helping the charities
in our community with donations for
Christmas.

•
•
•
•
•
•

Lunchtime supervisor application
form.
TB test results (within 1 year).
Pastoral Reference Letter (letter
within 1 year).
Voided cheque or direct deposit form
(provided by bank).
New hire banking form to complete
(will be provided).
Copy of Social Insurance Number
card.
Proof of birth date with photo id.
Confidentiality Agreement (will be
provided).
New Hire Personal Data Sheet (will be
provided).
Criminal Offense Declaration (form
will be provided).
Certified cheque or money order to
Toronto Police Services.
Vulnerable sector Screening Police
Check (form will be provided).

Please see St. Gregory’s vice principal
Ms. Prete if you are interested in
becoming a lunchtime supervisor and
would like further details.
Salary is $15.04 per hour; this
includes statutory holiday pay and
vacation pay. Benefits are not
available for lunchtime supervisors.

Guidance Corner: November 2019 – C. CHYZ
Now that the time for Progress Reports gets closer, help your child focus on their Learning Skills and Work
Habits.
Responsibility, Collaboration, Initiative, Self-Regulation. Organization and Independent Work are key skills
that help students take ownership for their learning and allow them to be more successful in all areas of the
curriculum. More information on the Learning Skills and Work Habits and how to help your child develop them,
can be found at the following links:
http://www.edu.gov.on.ca/eng/policyfunding/growSuccess.pdf (pgs. 10-14)
http://www.fslhomeworktoolbox.ca/homework_tips/learning_skills_and_work_habits.php

November is also Bullying Prevention month across Canada. Helping your child understand how to responsibly
resolve minor conflicts before a problem escalates is an essential life skill. In this age of accessible
technology, problems can happen electronically, as well as face-to-face. Be aware of your child's activities
online. You have a right to ask them to show you what they are doing and always ensue that they are using their
devices in a prominent area of the home. Building empathy and compassion for other people's feelings are key
to stopping bullying before it starts. Here are some helpful websites you may wish to visit:
http://www.edu.gov.on.ca/eng/teachers/safeschools.html,
http://edu.gov.on.ca/eng/safeschools/bullying.html
https://www.tcdsb.org/ProgramsServices/SafeSchools/BullyingAwarenessAndPrevention/Pages/default.as
px

It's a busy time for Grade 8 students and the transition to High School. Open house nights took place last month,
and the online application process through SOAR was initiated. As indicated on the application form, the closer
the high school is to your child's elementary school, the greater the chance of acceptance. If your child is
redirected, there are no guarantees of placement at the alternate choice school. The redirection will be to the
closest high school that has space. Also, the TCDSB does not have access to information for high schools outside
of our own board. You will be receiving a Transition Guide for Parents which contains important information
regarding the transition to high school. There are translated guides in a number of languages available upon
request.

November 2019
Monthly Update From the Board
IMPORTANT INFORMATION FOR PARENTS
Special Education and Resource Fair
November 9th, 9 am to 3 pm at the Catholic Education Centre
80 Sheppard Avenue East (Yonge and Sheppard)
Resources and information for families of children with special needs
https://www.tcdsb.org/programsservices/specialeducation/newsevents/pages/specialservicesfair.aspx

Gifted Program Information Evening
November 28, 2019 at 7:00 pm.
St. Edward School, 1 Botham Rd.
A Parent Information evening will be held for parents/guardians interested in exploring a full time elementary Gifted Program
for their child with the exceptionality of Giftedness.
Learn about the Full Time/Congregated Elementary Gifted Programs for students in Grades 6 to 8 who have an
exceptionality of Giftedness. These programs are integrated into the regular school community.

City Council Approves Reduction of Speed Limits in Leaside
Thanks to the continued advocacy on the part of residents, as well as school communities in the Leaside area (including St.
Anselm Catholic School), Toronto City Council has approved the reduction of speed limits to 30 km/hour in that
neighbourhood. The change to the speed limit will come into effect sometime before the end of the 2019-2020 school year.
Congratulations to everyone involved for working together to support the health and safety of everyone in that area,
particularly students and young children.

Opportunities for Students
My Accessible Canada Poster Contest
Vibrant Healthcare Alliance invites TCDSB classes to collaborate and raise awareness around individuals with disabilities, with
a view to eliminating the barriers these individuals are confronted with on a daily basis.
In observance of International Day for Persons with Disabilities on December 3rd, Vibrant Healthcare Alliance is sponsoring
a poster competition among the primary grades (Grades 3-5) around the theme ‘My Accessible Canada’. All posters must be
submitted no later than November 15, 2019.
https://www.tcdsb.org/FORSTUDENTS/AwardsScholarshipsBursariesContests/Pages/My-Accessible-.aspx

Volunteer Toronto Youth Expo
Calling all high-school, college, and university students — the Youth Expo is just one month away!
This is your chance to chat with 100+ non-profits and even sign up for some roles on the spot. Whether you
want to meet celebrities at a film festival, care for animals at a local shelter, or fight climate change, you'll be
sure to find a role that interests you.
Saturday, November 9th, 1 - 4 p.m.
Roy Thomson Hall | 60 Simcoe Street, Toronto
https://www.tcdsb.org/FORSTUDENTS/OpportunitiesForStudents/Pages/Toronto-Volunteer-Youth-Expo.aspx

OCSTA Student Video Contest
OCSTA is pleased to announce the call for submissions for the Association’s 2019 short-video contest for students in grades 4
through 12 at Ontario’s publicly funded Catholic schools. This year’s theme is:
In Pope Francis’ post-synodal exhortation – Christus Vivi – the Holy Father states: “Christ is alive! He is our hope, and in a
wonderful way he brings youth to our world, and everything he touches becomes young, new, full of life.” Students
are invited to prepare a 2-minute video that shows how Catholic schools are places where young people encounter the Holy
Spirit and ignite hope through the love of Christ.
The video should be uploaded to YouTube where it can be viewed and evaluated for the contest. The submission deadline is
December 10, 2019. The submission form can be downloaded from the OCSTA website (https://www.ocsta.on.ca/aboutocsta/2019-short-video-contest/).

Community Living: Together We’re Better Contest
Classes and individual elementary students ages 4 – 14 are invited to send a video, story or poem that demonstrates how
students with an intellectual disability are included, why everyone benefits from this, and why your class is better because
everyone is learning together. Deadline for submissions is Tuesday January 28, 2020. Click here for details on how to
apply.

Call for Submissions for Pastoral Plan Initiative
Rooted in Christ, we Believe
Students and schools are reminded to share what they are doing locally to celebrate our year of “we Believe” by using the
hashtag #TCDSBelieves on Twitter, and by emailing your stories and ideas on how you are bringing our faith to life to
ncc.team@tcdsb.org. We will be compiling your ideas and sharing them through the website throughout the school year.
Suggested Activity for the Year: Consider who inspires you, who nurtures your faith, who acts as a mentor and role model of
Catholic living. Is it your school chaplain? A parent or other family member? Your pastor or other member of your parish? A
teacher or other staff at your school? A colleague or friend? Why not sit down to have a chat with them, and interview them
about their experiences of living their faith. Write an article or create a video of your interview. Write a short story, a poem, or
create a piece of artwork, music or video that pays tribute to those who guide you on your own journey of faith. Send your
submissions to ncc.team@tcdsb.org

Events and Observances
November’s Virtue is Peacemaking
https://www.tcdsb.org/Board/NurturingOurCatholicCommunity/VirtueoftheMonth/Pages/Default.aspx
November 1—All Saints’ Day https://www.tcdsb.org/Pages/All-Saints-Day.aspx
November 2—All Souls’ Day https://www.tcdsb.org/Pages/All-Souls-Day.aspx
November 1-7 National Down Syndrome https://www.tcdsb.org/news/othernews/pages/national-down-syndromeawareness-week.aspx
November 3-10 Holocaust Education Week
November 4-8 Treaties Recognition Week
https://www.tcdsb.org/ProgramsServices/SchoolProgramsK12/FirstNationsMetisAndInuit/Pages/Treaties-RecognitionWeek.aspx
November 6 Take Our Kids to Work Day https://www.tcdsb.org/news/othernews/2020/pages/tokw-day.aspx
November 11 Remembrance Day
November 15 System wide PA Day
November 15 Angel Foundation for Learning Gala—Snowball https://t.e2ma.net/click/1h6bwb/pkw0ine/xqqaup
November 17-23 Bullying Prevention and Awareness Week
https://www.tcdsb.org/ProgramsServices/SafeSchools/BullyingAwarenessAndPrevention/Pages/Bullying-Awareness-andPrevention.aspx
November 26 Memorial Mass to remember students and staff who have passed away in the past year, 7 pm at the Catholic
Education Centre

Meetings
Student Achievement and Well-being Committee November 7
Catholic Parent Involvement Committee November 11
Governance and Policy Committee November 12
Corporate Services Committee November 14
Special Education Advisory Committee November 20
Regular Board November 21
Caucus November 28

For more information about these and other events, including athletics, visit www.tcdsb.org.
Follow us on Twitter @TCDSB to get all the news and information as it happens.
Not on Twitter? No problem. Sign up for Enews and receive a weekly email highlighting important news and
information https://web1.tcdsb.org/InterestSubscription/subscription.aspx

