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DECEMBER 2019
PRINCIPAL’S MESSAGE

St. Gregory school thanks our parents for supporting students and staff
through participation and volunteer help for school activities including CSPC
meetings, sports tournaments, Pizza and Sub Lunches, Milk program and
Scholastic Book Fair. We are grateful for the generosity of spirit
demonstrated by the St. Gregory community.
As we celebrate the virtue of charity in December, we are reminded that
giving includes sharing our time and talents to help others. The primary
students will be making Christmas Comfort Kits while the students from
grades 4 to 8 will create Christmas Hampers. The St. Gregory Teacher
Candidates will be running a ‘Holiday Sock Drive’. Students will be asked to
purchase a pair of socks that will be donated to The God Squad and The Good
Sheppard Ministry. The drive will be running from December 2nd to December
13th. We will attend Advent Mass as a school community on Wednesday,
December 4 at 10:30 a.m. and as always, we welcome parents and family
members to join us. Grades 1 to 3 classes plan to share the Christmas Spirit
through music featuring the sights and sounds of the Christmas season. The
Primary Division Christmas Concert featuring the students in grades 1, 2 and
3 will take place on Wednesday, December 11 at 7:00 p.m. in the gym. Our
Kindergarten students will be enjoying cookies with Santa on Friday,
December 13th at 1:00 p.m.

SCHOOL HOURS/TIMES
8:30 a.m.

MORNING ENTRY

10:12-10:27 a.m.

A.M. RECESS

11:15-12:15 p.m.

LUNCH HOUR

12:15 p.m.

AFTERNOON ENTRY

1:40-1:55 p.m.

P.M. RECESS

3:00 p.m.

DISMISSAL

All visitors to the school including parents
and guardians are expected to report to
the office immediately upon arriving at
the school.
A sign-in procedure is in place for every
individual who enters the school.
STUDENT ABSENCE REPORTING
School Messenger has been implemented
as the platform for reporting student late
arrivals and absences. Parents/Guardians
can reach School Messenger using the
following options:

The Christmas Holiday will begin on Monday, December 23, 2019 and end on PHONE
Friday, January 3, 2020. We look forward to welcoming our students back to 1-833-251-3286
school on Monday, January 6, 2020. St. Gregory wishes all our students and
their families a very Merry Christmas and a Happy New Year.
ONLINE
https://go.schoolmessenger.ca/#/home
J. Pannozzo
Principal
or SchoolMessenger Mobile App
Early Dismissal
Children who must leave before dismissal,
must be signed out by their
parent/guardian at the office. Please
contact your child through the office, not
by texting your child.
Please note that a calendar will be available for January. The next newsletter will be for the month of February and will be sent
at the end of January along with the February calendar.

,

DECEMBER NEWS
VIRTUE OF THE MONTH: CHARITY
DECEMBER IS THE MONTH OF CHARITY
The virtue of Charity means being
generous with our presence, time, and
money. Charity allows us to give freely without expecting
anything in return. The virtue of charity encompasses a
range of small acts and habits that affects our own
immediate surroundings as well as the larger global
community. It can be as simple as giving someone a smile
or it can be expressed on a larger scale through raising
funds for world organizations.
CHRISTMAS COMFORT KITS
The Catholic Children’s Aid Society of Toronto is asking for
our support to help families. Last year’s donations from
the Primary Division were received with great
appreciation as we are filling an area of immense need for
the CCAS. This year’s needs as identified by the CCAS are
the same as last year. We are collecting the following
items: baby shampoo, baby soap, baby lotion, cotton
swabs, diaper ointment, baby wipes, formula, baby food
and diapers of any size. These items can brought to
school by students in FDK to grade 3 beginning Monday,
December 2 to Friday, December 13th, 2019 and placed
on the tables in the front foyer. No donation is too smallinclude one or a few of the needed items. Student helpers
will collect from the Grade 1 and FDK classes. Donations
can also be dropped off the night of the Christmas
Concert.
Thank you for sharing the gift of charity.Ms. Ceddia, Mr.
Cosentino, Ms. Martino , Ms. Hetmanczuk.
CHRISTMAS HAMPERS
St. Gregory school continues the yearly
tradition of celebrating Advent through
engaging in acts of charity as we await the
birth of Our Lord. Students from grades 3/4
to grade 8 will be invited to prepare
Christmas Hampers by sharing nonperishable food, toys and gift items to
provide Christmas joy for families in our community
under the auspices of the St. Vincent De Paul Society.
Each class is preparing a hamper for one special family
and students will be asked to choose a wish list item to
bring for the hamper. Members of the Vincent de Paul
Society will deliver the hampers just before Christmas.
Thank you for supporting the children in learning the joy
of giving and serving others with love, respect, and joy.

COOKIES WITH SANTA
The Kindergarten students will be
celebrating the Christmas season with a
special guest. Students will be singing a
few carols, enjoy a story read by Santa and then a special
treat. We then invite parents to stay and enjoy some
cookies and milk with each other. Regrettably this event
is for Kindergarten students and two (2) guardians;
unfortunately, siblings are asked to respect this special
Christmas moment."
THE WE TEAM: CANDY GRAMS
During the month of December the Me to We Team will be
selling Candy Cane Grams during designated recesses.
Students will have the opportunity to purchase the Candy
Canes and send to their friends with a personalized note
attached. The cost of the Candy Cane Grams will be $0.75
each or 3 for $1.50.
The Me to We team will distribute the Candy Cane Grams to
all the classes throughout December. The proceeds will go
to a local charity in hopes to spread some holiday cheer to
those less fortunate this holiday season!

LITURGICAL CALANDER -- ADVENT
Advent, the beginning of the liturgical year in the
Catholic Church, is a time of preparation for the coming
of Christ at Christmas. It was historically known as
"little Lent," because, like Lent, it is a time of
repentance, with prayer, fasting, and Confession.
Advent begins four Sundays before Christmas, and
therefore varies in length between 22 days and 28
days. The "liturgical year" includes the first Sunday of
Advent and the last week in Ordinary Time. The
liturgical year consists of two times: one can call the
first time “strong times” and the other is known as
Ordinary Time. The strong times are, Advent,
Christmas, Lent and Easter, during which a particular
mystery of salvation is celebrated. Ordinary Time, in
turn, does not hold any particular mystery, but rather
the same mystery of Christ in His fullness, especially on
Sundays. Ordinary Time is divided into two parts
throughout the liturgical year and in total lasts 33 or 34
weeks.

LUNCHTIME SUPERVISORS
St. Gregory is in need of lunchtime
supervisors. All applicants are
required to submit the documents
listed below to St. Gregory’s
administration. All documentation
will then be forwarded to Toronto
Catholic District School Board’s HR
Department for reviewal.

INCLEMENT WEATHER PROTOCOL
Latest Updates on Weather Related Cancellations or Closures
To get the latest information about school bus transportation, please go to
https://busplannerweb.torontoschoolbus.org/Cancellations.aspx
Parents are encouraged to subscribe to the transportation portal to get real time
information about any transportation issues:
https://busplannerweb.torontoschoolbus.org/Subscriptions/Login.aspx
Information is also shared via Twitter. Follow @TCDSB.

All applicants must submit the For more information:
https://www.tcdsb.org/forstudents/healthandsafety/pages/weather-relatedfollowing documents:
safety-concerns.aspx
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•

Lunchtime supervisor application
form.
TB test results (within 1 year).
Pastoral Reference Letter (letter
within 1 year).
Voided cheque or direct deposit
form (provided by bank).
New hire banking form to complete
(will be provided).
Copy of Social Insurance Number
card.
Proof of birth date with photo id.
Confidentiality Agreement (will be
provided).
New Hire Personal Data Sheet (will
be provided).
Criminal Offense Declaration (form
will be provided).
Certified cheque or money order to
Toronto Police Services.
Vulnerable sector Screening Police
Check (form will be provided).

Please see St. Gregory’s vice
principal Ms. Prete if you are
interested in becoming a lunchtime
supervisor and would like further
details.
Salary is $15.04 per hour; this
includes statutory holiday pay and
vacation pay. Benefits are not
available for lunchtime
supervisors.

KINDERGARTEN REGISTRATION
The online registration application SOAR for September 2020 will not open until 10
a.m. on January 15, 2020. Any information/applications entered before this date
and time will not be recorded as an application for the 2020/2021 school year.

For September 2020 all children born in 2016 are eligible to attend Kindergarten.
The following documents are required for registration:
1. Child's Birth Certificate
2. Passport/immigration documents (only if child was not born in Canada)
3. Child's Catholic Baptismal Certificate (or proof of parent's Catholicity or
RCIA/RCIC letter)
4. Child's Immunization Record*
5. Proof of residency in Toronto

CSPC NEWS
Parents are encouraged to attend the next CSPC meeting scheduled for
Wednesday, January 15TH, 2020 at
7:00 p.m. in the school staff room.
Volunteers for various committees and activities are always welcome.
Please note that the December 18th Parent Council Meeting has been cancelled.

OUTDOOR WINTER WEATHER ATTIRE FOR STUDENTS
Parents/Guardians are encouraged to monitor their children’s clothing selections
to make sure they are prepared for colder temperatures and are appropriately
dressed for outdoor recesses. Students are
expected to wear a winter coat, winter boots,
snow pants, as well as a hat and gloves.

A Christmas Season Prayer
May the love that
breathes life into
all of humanity Be
born in us this
Christmas season.
May the love that
brings forth all of
creation, Be born in us this Christmas
season. May the love that overcomes
hatred and brings healing, Be born in us
this Christmas season. May the love
that forgives and renews, Be born in us
this Christmas season. May the love
that brings the fruits of justice, Be born
in us this Christmas season. May the
love that brings the blessing of peace,
Be born in us this Christmas season.
May that Peace now be the gift we with
share with all our brothers and sisters.

Cross Country Highlights
During October, our Cross Country Team members were busy practicing and competing.
St. Gregory had over 90 runners take part, which lead to a Divisional Meet 1st place
victory. Our runners continued to do well, finishing 3rd in the West Regional Meet and a
impressive 11th place overall for the entire TCDSB at City Finals. We would like to
congratulate all runners on their hard work and great sportsmanship this season and
thank all of the coaches for their time and dedication. Go Gorillas!

From “A Gift of Peace,” by Richard
Becher, in Shine On, Star of Bethlehem,
CAFOD, 2004

VISION HEALTH
Did you know that 1 in 4 school-age
children may have a vision problem that
could affect their ability to learn? An
eye exam is the best way to help detect
a vision problem and it is covered by
OHIP every year for children and youth
age 19 and under. Some signs that your
child may be having difficulty seeing
include:
•

Squinting or holding objects
close up
• Turns or tilts the head when
viewing objects or covers one
eye
• Excessive blinking, rubbing or
itching eyes
• Complains of blurry or double
vision
Source: Canadian Association of
Optometrists.
To find an optometrist near you visit
www.optom.on.ca
For more information, visit Toronto
Public Health website or call Toronto
Health Connection at 416-338-7600 and
speak with a Public Health Nurse.

Remembrance Day Presentations
St. Gregory students had the opportunity to welcome Sub-lieutenant,
Kevin Vuong. During his very engaging presentation, Kevin shared his roles
and experiences as a proud member of the Royal Canadian Army. He also
shared how Remembrance Day is a special time to honour and remember
the sacrifices made by our veterans who have served Canada, to protect
the freedom we enjoy today.

AUTUMN 2019 HIGHLIGHTS!
Pumpkins with a Purpose Campaign
The “Pumpkins with a Purpose” Campaign was in full swing the final 2 weeks leading up to
Halloween at St. Gregory. Students in grades 4, 5 and 6 were given the opportunity to use
their “spook-tacular” imaginations and decorate their very own foam pumpkins during each lunch recess. Once they were
complete, those same students shared their excellent leadership skills by guiding the younger students in grades 1, 2, and 3 to
do the same. Not only was it a great turn out, but it showcased how working together, we can do so much. All monies raised
will go to the International Federation for Animal Welfare as part of the St. Gregory Junior Kindness Club Initiative.
– Ms. Micallef (Grade 4 Teacher).

Halloween: Ms. Hetmanczuk’s Grade 5-6 Class

Halloween: Ms. Andreacchi/Ms. Da Silva’s FDK Class

Monthly Update from the Board
December 2019
Labour Update
Letter from Director of Education and Chair to Parents/Guardians of Children Attending TCDSB Elementary Schools
We are writing to inform you that late last week we learned the Elementary Teachers Federation of Ontario (ETFO) representing
approximately 430 Designated Early Childhood Workers (ECE), will be taking work-to-rule measures effective Tuesday, November
26, 2019.
As per ETFO communications, we expect all ECE’s to continue to perform core duties and do not anticipate any disruptions to your
child’s care. Actions to be expected include:
• Wear red clothing and/or accessories to show their support for the ETFO labour movement.
• Will not participate in any extracurricular activities.
• Will not attend staff meetings unless it is an emergency meeting.
• Will continue to communicate learning/provide feedback by collaborating with teachers both verbally and in writing. Their regular
contributions to report cards will continue.
• Christmas concerts and regularly scheduled Masses will continue.
The health and safety of your child remains our top priority. Our principals, vice-principals and board administration will continue to
communicate with you throughout any labour disruption to mitigate any challenges, and ensure the safety and security of our
students, staff, parents and volunteers in our school facilities. Information will be shared with school communities through the
Board’s website (www.tcdsb.org), twitter and email via School Messenger.
We remain hopeful that the Council of Trustees Association and the provincial government will be able to reach a new central
agreement with ETFO.
Important Information for Parents
Latest Updates on Weather Related Cancellations or Closures
Traffic congestion and varying road conditions can impact on the flow of traffic in Toronto, and this is particularly true during the
winter months when snow and ice can be a major factor. The Toronto Student Transportation Group is pleased to provide
information about school bus delays digitally through their website. Parents are encouraged to subscribe to the transportation portal
to get real time information about any transportation issues throughout the school year:
https://busplannerweb.torontoschoolbus.org/Subscriptions/Login.aspx
Follow @TCDSB on Twitter to get the latest weather related updates.

Accountability and Responsibility in a Digital World
Online safety and social networking with Paul Davis
Senator O’Connor College, 60 Rowena Drive
December 4th, 2019
OCS Auditorium
6:30pm
All parents welcome

Go Digital

Sign up for…
• School Cash Online https://www.tcdsb.org/forparents/schoolcashonline/pages/default.aspx
Pay for excursions and other optional activities for your child online. No need to send cheques or cash to school.
• School Messenger—report your child’s absence online and receive updates about absences and lates.
https://www.tcdsb.org/programsservices/safeschools/newsandevents/pages/signupschoolmessenger.aspx. The app also
allows for urgent communications from your child’s school or from the Board such as labour updates, school closures,
opportunities to participate in board-wide consultations etc.

•

E-News—For those who are not on Twitter, you can still access much of the same news and information sent to your email
on a weekly basis. To see recent issues, or sign up for the free news service, see:
https://www.tcdsb.org/News/eNews/Pages/default.aspx

Kindergarten Registration

Registration begins Wednesday, January 15, 2020 at 10 a.m.
Apply online at https://soar.tcdsb.org

Opportunities for Students
We Believe

For the second year of our pastoral plan, “Rooted in Christ: we Belong, we Believe, we Become”, students are invited to consider
who inspires you, who nurtures your faith, who acts as a mentor and role model of Catholic living. Is it your school chaplain? A
parent or other family member? Your pastor or other member of your parish? A teacher or other staff at your school? A colleague or
friend? Why not sit down to have a chat with them, and interview them about their experiences of living their faith. Share your
experience through a STEAM project, written work (poem, story, article), a short video, art, music or technology. Celebrate those
who have guided you on your own journey of faith. Share your ideas and initiatives on social media (@TCDSB #TCDSBelieves).
Send your submissions to ncc.team@tcdsb.org.
Your submissions will be showcased on the TCDSB website and shared via social media (twitter/Instagram).

Reminder: OCSTA Short Video Contest

OCSTA is pleased to announce the call for submissions for the Association’s 2019 short-video contest for students in grades 4
through 12 at Ontario’s publicly funded Catholic schools.
This year’s theme is: Igniting Hope
Deadline December 10, 2019
https://www.tcdsb.org/FORSTUDENTS/OpportunitiesForStudents/Pages/OCSTAShortVideoContest.aspx

The Merit Award Bursary Program--Application is Open!

The Merit Award Bursary Program provides bursaries to senior high school students as an incentive to stay in school, recognizing
those who demonstrate a commitment to their schoolwork, extra-curricular activities and communities. The bursaries are granted to
students who attend one of the participating schools. Before starting an application, please check to ensure your school is on the list.
https://www.tcdsb.org/FORSTUDENTS/OpportunitiesForStudents/Pages/MeritAward.aspx

Christmas Drawing Contest 2019

Wanted: Christmas artists
The Catholic Register's popular children's drawing contest is back!
Submission due December 13, 2019
Details: https://www.tcdsb.org/FORSTUDENTS/OpportunitiesForStudents/Pages/ChristmasDrawingContest.asp x

Scholarships/Bursaries/Awards
Check out our website for the latest information

https://www.tcdsb.org/FORSTUDENTS/AwardsScholarshipsBursariesContests/Pages/default.aspx

City of Toronto Job Fairs and Information

https://www.tcdsb.org/FORSTUDENTS/OpportunitiesForStudents/Pages/CityOfToronto.aspx

City of Toronto Youth Week Kick-Off Auditions

The City of Toronto Parks, Forestry and Recreation is preparing for the fourth annual National Youth Week from May 1st –
7th. The vision for Toronto Youth Week is to celebrate youth engagement and showcase youth abilities and talents in the arts, sports
and leadership. Youth are invited to submit auditions by January 10, 2020.
For more information, please see poster or contact PFRYouthWeek@toronto.ca.

For Your Information
Donate to Relief Fund for Families Affected by Gosford Fire

On November 15, 2019, a devastating fire broke out in a North York apartment building displacing hundreds of residents, including
22 TCDSB students. Some have lost most, if not all, of their belongings and it remains unclear when they will be able to return home.

While local school communities are supporting students and their families in any way they can, many of you have also reached out to
help.
This is why we are launching a central campaign to raise funds for the affected families. All proceeds will go towards clothing, food
and other essentials to help these members of our community rebuild their lives.
Donations can be made via The Angel Foundation for Learning at angelfoundationforlearning.org or click here to access the AFL
donation page. Donors can select “Assisting students and families of the Jane St and Steeles Ave. fire” in the “Apply your
donation…” drop-down menu.
Your generosity is truly appreciated as we come together to support our students and their families.

Nominations are invited for the 2020 TCDSB Awards.
Awards Night is our traditional celebration to launch Catholic Education Week and an opportunity to recognize the accomplishments
of our alumni, students, staff and friends of Catholic education. Nominations are invited for the following awards:
•
•
•

Download the TCDSB Alumni Award Nomination Form here.
Download the TCDSB Award of Merit Nomination Form here.
Download the TCDSB Friends of Catholic Education Award Nomination Form here.
The deadline for all nominations is January 31.

December’s Virtue is Charity

Find all the resources related to the monthly virtue, as well as other resources to support faith development and Religion and Family
Life on our website here: https://www.tcdsb.org/Board/NurturingOurCatholicCommunity/Pages/Default.aspx

TCDSB Celebrates Advent and Christmas—Advent Begins November 30/December 1

Visit the board’s website for the latest news and information from TCDSB schools including food and clothing drives, Christmas
baskets for needy families, Christmas concerts and other special events.
https://www.tcdsb.org/news/othernews/2018/pages/Advent-and-Christmas.aspx
Dates to Note
• December 1-7 ESL Week
• Friday, December 6—System-wide PA Day
• December 6—Staff Arts Christmas Concert
• December 9-13—Hour of Code
• December 10—World Human Rights Day
• December 23, 2019-January 3, 2020 inclusive—Schools closed for Christmas Break
• December 24, 2019-January 1, 2020—Administrative Offices closed for Christmas Break
• January 1, 2020—New Year’s Day
and World Day of Peace
• January 7, 2020—Eastern Rite Christmas

For more events and information, visit www.tcdsb.org
GUIDANCE CORNER – Mr. Chyz

During the season of Advent, encourage your child to
be charitable towards others. Forgiving past hurts, extending the hand of
friendship and including those who are marginalized, is a wonderful way
to put our December virtue of Charity and our faith into
action. http://www.parents.com/parenting/money/donate-to-charity/9ways-to-teach-your-child-about-charity-/
Following the progress report, there may be some Learning Skills and
Work Habits that your child is working toward developing. SelfRegulation, managing emotions and using appropriate behaviours at
school, can be challenging for some students. A few excellent websites
to help your child develop self-regulation skills are:
http://www.gonoodle.com; http://www.edu.gov.on.ca/childcare/selfRe
gulate.html; https://www.understood.org/en/learning-thinking-

differences/child-learning-disabilities/sensory-processing-issues/troublewith-self-regulation-what-you-need-to-know
The AFTER8 Transition Guide to gather information about different
aspects of high school such as: The Credit System, Course Types,
Timetables and Special Programs, have been given to Grade 8 students
in their schools. The more information students have before going to
high school, the easier the transition becomes. Talk to your Gr. 8 child
about their fears and anxieties that they are having about going to high
school and help them gather as much information as possible.
The Parent Transition Guide is filled with helpful information to answer
many of your questions and is being sent home with your child.
Intermediate students have been working on their Individual Pathways
Plans on http://www.myblueprint.ca. Ask your child to show you their
survey results and portfolios.

Horizons for Youth is a shelter for homeless and at-risk youth between the ages of 16-24 years old. We
provide emergency accommodations and support programs for up to 45 youth each day. For more than
20 years, Horizons for Youth has worked tirelessly to meet the diverse needs of the 600 homeless youth
we support annually. We offer 24 hour intake services, 365 days a year, to ensure that young people in
need of a safe place to stay can access one at all times. Our mission is to shelter, prepare and guide
homeless youth to achieve wellness and become contributing community members.
Horizons for Youth is more than just a shelter. We offer five core programs designed to assist youth
escape from the cycle of poverty and leave the streets behind.

Our Programs
1. Individualized Case Management
This program provides one-on-one support to residents in setting goals and creating a plan to achieve
these goals. Common goals residents set include finding employment, advancing their education,
improving their mental health, securing housing and reconciling with family members.

2. Day Program
Our Day Program is a combination of programs and workshops that help youth develop important life
skills and prepare them for independent living. Youth participate in programs related to cooking,
financial literacy, healthy living, employment preparation and self-care.

3. Housing Services
This program helps youth learn their tenant rights and responsibilities and find safe, affordable and
stable housing when they are ready.

4. Mental Health & Wellness Support
Our Mental Health & Wellness program provides youth struggling with mental health challenges with
one-on-one counselling, group therapy, psychiatric services and referrals to supportive programs in the
community.

5. Community Support and Aftercare
Once youth leave the shelter and are living independently, this program offers continued support to
former residents in the form of food packages, counselling, furniture bank referrals and mediation with
landlords or employers if necessary.

422 Gilbert Avenue, Toronto, Ontario M6E 4X3 Tel: (416) 781.9898 Fax: (416) 781.1933
https://horizonsforyouth.org/ Registered Charity Business No. 13031 4206 RR0001

