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DECEMBER 2019
PRINCIPAL’S MESSAGE

SCHOOL HOURS/TIMES

The Season of Advent began Sunday, November 29th. Advent is a time of
8:30 a.m.
MORNING ENTRY
waiting for the birth of Jesus Christ. During Advent, we prepare our homes
10:12-10:27 a.m.
A.M. RECESS
and ourselves to welcome the newborn king. It is a time to reflect on
11:15-12:15 p.m.
LUNCH HOUR
Christ’s presence in our everyday life. At St. Gregory, the month of
December will be devoted to creating an atmosphere of preparation. We
12:15 p.m.
AFTERNOON ENTRY
want our students to understand, experience and celebrate this special
1:40-1:55 p.m.
P.M. RECESS
time. The Christmas Holiday will begin on Monday, December 21st, 2020 and
3:00 p.m.
DISMISSAL
end on Friday, January 1, 2021. We look forward to welcoming our students
th
back to school on Monday, January 4 , 2021. The St. Gregory staff wishes
All visitors to the school including parents
all our students and their families a very Merry Christmas and Happy New
and guardians are expected to report to
Year.
the office immediately upon arriving at
the school.
Thank you for all your support during this most difficult year.
A sign-in procedure is in place for every
individual who enters the school.
God Bless,
J. Pannozzo
Principal
All powerful and loving God increase our strength of will to do good so that
we can each be instruments of your love here on earth. May we prepare for
Christmas and the coming of Jesus with an open mind and heart and thus
allow this Christmas to have special meaning for each of us. May your love
for each of us bring us ever closer to you.
Amen

STUDENT ABSENCE REPORTING
School Messenger has been implemented as the
platform for reporting student late arrivals and
absences. Parents/Guardians can reach School
Messenger using the following options:
PHONE
1-833-251-3286
ONLINE
https://go.schoolmessenger.ca/#/home
or SchoolMessenger Mobile App
Early Dismissal
Children who must leave before dismissal, must be
signed out by their parent/guardian at the office.
Please contact your child through the office, not by
texting your child.
Student Illness
Children who are exhibiting symptoms consistent
with COVID-19 or any other illness should stay
home. COVID-19 passports must be signed daily for
your child to enter the school.

Please note that a calendar will be available for January. The next newsletter will be for the month of February and will be sent
at the end of January along with the February calendar.

,

DECEMBER NEWS
VIRTUE OF THE MONTH: CHARITY

LITURGICAL CALANDER -- ADVENT

DECEMBER IS THE MONTH OF CHARITY

Advent, the beginning of the liturgical year in the Catholic
Church, is a time of preparation for the coming of Christ at
Christmas. It was historically known as "little Lent,"
because, like Lent, it is a time of repentance, with prayer,
fasting, and Confession. Advent begins four Sundays before
Christmas, and therefore varies in length between 22 days
and 28 days. The "liturgical year" includes the first Sunday
of Advent and the last week in Ordinary Time. The liturgical
year consists of two times: one can call the first time
“strong times” and the other is known as Ordinary Time.
The strong times are, Advent, Christmas, Lent and Easter,
during which a particular mystery of salvation is celebrated.
Ordinary Time, in turn, does not hold any particular
mystery, but rather the same mystery of Christ in His
fullness, especially on Sundays. Ordinary Time is divided
into two parts throughout the liturgical year and in total
lasts 33 or 34 weeks.

The virtue of Charity means being
generous with our presence, time, and
money. Charity allows us to give freely without expecting
anything in return. The virtue of charity encompasses a
range of small acts and habits that affects our own
immediate surroundings as well as the larger global
community. It can be as simple as giving someone a smile
or it can be expressed on a larger scale through raising
funds for world organizations.

CHRISTMAS BASKETS
St. Gregory school continues the yearly
tradition of celebrating Advent through
engaging in acts of charity as we await the
birth of Our Lord. In the past, students from
grades 3/4 to grade 8 have been invited to
prepare Christmas Baskets by sharing nonperishable food, toys and gift items to
provide Christmas joy for families in our community
under the auspices of the St. Vincent De Paul Society. Due
to COVID-19 we are asking for monetary donations this
year. These donations will in turn be used to purchase a
gift card for each family from a vendor that they can use
to purchase necessities or food.
We will be accepting donations until Monday, December
7th, 2020. Thank you for your continued support!

CHRISTMAS THEME DAYS

ST. GREGORY PARISH
This Advent Season you are invited to take part in an online
Daily Devotional Reflection with St. Gregory’s Parish
Catechists, Julia & Adam Kozak.
Each Day during Advent, Julia will post short reflections in
her thoughtful and uplifting manner with a dash of
humour! Over the past few years, many people who are on
the email list have shared how Julia’s insights often stir up
their own personal points of healthy reflection.
This Season you are invited on a journey to delve deeper
into the theme of “Close in Distant Times”.
Some topics to be covered include:
God Calling

Monday, December 14 – Dress Down Day/Gingerbread
House Judging
Tuesday, December 15 – Christmas Crazy Hair Day
Wednesday, December 16 – Red & Green Day
Thursday, December 17 – Pajama Day
Friday, December 18 – Ugly Christmas Sweater/Shirt Day

Our Response to God
Waiting and Faithfulness
God with Us! Worship and Celebrate!
We hope you and your family benefit from this Parish
offering! To receive the link for the daily reflections on your
email, take a moment to drop Julia a quick line to add you
at LentenReflections@hotmail.com
May God bless you this Advent Season!

CSPC NEWS

CSPC MEETINGS

In November, the CSPC Fundraising
Subcommittee met to plan this
year’s fundraisers. Our current
fundraiser through Recipes in a Jar,
allows families to order jarred
recipes that ship directly to your
home! December is always an
exciting month to bake as a family,
and we hope that you have some
fun in the kitchen while raising
money for our school. This
fundraiser will help to generate
funds that allow us to not only
contribute to curriculum
enrichment but also fund
community events. So let’s bake it
happen!
In the month of December, CSPC
has planned a few fun Christmasthemed days to help our students
get into the spirit of the holidays!
Our Christmas event is a new take
on an old St. Greg’s tradition, which
will be a gingerbread decorating
contest. A BIG thank you to the
Boule Family for their generosity in
donating gingerbread houses for
each class.
Our December CSPC meeting has
been cancelled. So, in this uniquely
challenging Christmas Season, we
wish our whole St. Greg’s
community joy and hope as you
celebrate Jesus’ birth. We cannot
wait to see you all in the new year,
where CSPC has many more great
events planned!

Parents are encouraged to attend the next CSPC meeting scheduled for
Wednesday, January 20TH, 2021 at
7:00 p.m. via zoom.
Volunteers for various committees and activities are always welcome.
Please note that the December 16th Parent Council Meeting has been cancelled.

Merry Christmas and a Blessed New
Year!

Toronto Public Health – Attestation/Return to School Form
If your child becomes ill during the school day, they will be sent home. All parents
will be asked to complete the Return to School form and share this with their
child's teacher and school administration when their child returns to school after
being off ill. Please see the attachments below.
Attestation Form
https://www.toronto.ca/wp-content/uploads/2020/10/9095-Attestation-forReturn-to-School.pdf
December COVID-19 Passport
https://documentcloud.adobe.com/link/track?uri=urn:aaid:scds:US:94f541c535ae-4192-a946-0e207743fced

INCLEMENT WEATHER PROTOCOL
Latest Updates on Weather Related Cancellations or Closures
To get the latest information about school bus transportation, please go to
https://busplannerweb.torontoschoolbus.org/Cancellations.aspx
Parents are encouraged to subscribe to the transportation portal to get real time
information about any transportation issues:
https://busplannerweb.torontoschoolbus.org/Subscriptions/Login.aspx
Information is also shared via Twitter. Follow @TCDSB.
For more information:
https://www.tcdsb.org/forstudents/healthandsafety/pages/weather-relatedsafety-concerns.aspx

OUTDOOR WINTER WEATHER ATTIRE FOR STUDENTS
Parents/Guardians are encouraged to monitor their children’s clothing selections
to make sure they are prepared for colder temperatures and are appropriately
dressed for outdoor recesses. Students are
expected to wear a winter coat, winter boots,
snow pants, as well as a hat and gloves.
We strongly encourage students to bring an extra
pair of socks.

LUNCHTIME SUPERVISORS
St. Gregory is in need of lunchtime
supervisors. All applicants are
required to submit the documents
listed below to St. Gregory’s
administration. All documentation
will then be forwarded to Toronto
Catholic District School Board’s HR
Department for reviewal.

Remembrance Day Service
The St. Gregory Community participated in a virtual Remembrance Day
Liturgy with Father Sean. Together, we remembered the brave Canadian
men and women for their service and sacrifice and recognized their
enduring fight to preserve our freedom. We acknowledge their courage
and the peace they fought so hard to achieve.

All applicants must submit the
following documents:
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•

Lunchtime supervisor application
form.
TB test results (within 1 year).
Pastoral Reference Letter (letter
within 1 year).
Voided cheque or direct deposit
form (provided by bank).
New hire banking form to complete
(will be provided).
Copy of Social Insurance Number
card.
Proof of birth date with photo id.
Confidentiality Agreement (will be
provided).
New Hire Personal Data Sheet (will
be provided).
Criminal Offense Declaration (form
will be provided).
Certified cheque or money order to
Toronto Police Services.
Vulnerable sector Screening Police
Check (form will be provided).

Please call St. Gregory’s Vice
Principal, Mrs. Papadimitriou, if
you are interested in becoming a
lunchtime supervisor and would
like further details.
Salary is $15.04 per hour; this
includes statutory holiday pay and
vacation pay. Benefits are not
available for lunchtime
supervisors.

GRADUATING CLASS OF 2020
The Graduating Class of 2020 experienced a very challenging and unique end to
their elementary school journey here at St. Gregory. We could not celebrate in
the traditional way back in June, but we were able to congratulate them this past
November 2020, as graduates were invited back to St. Gregory to pick up their
diplomas and reconnect with each other. Congratulations Graduates!

Monthly Update from the Board
December 2020

IMPORTANT INFORMATION
COVID-19 Resources and Information
This is a reminder that the attestation form needs to be completed and returned to our child’s school if they
are returning after being ill. https://www.toronto.ca/wp-content/uploads/2020/10/9095-Attestation-forReturn-to-School.pdf.
As you are aware from the last communication you received, families will have the opportunity to switch
learning models at each quadmester for secondary and at the end of term 1 for elementary. The next
opportunity to switch learning models will take place during the January to February timeline.
For other updates and information relating to COVID-19, please see
• Frequently Asked Questions: https://www.tcdsb.org/forstudents/back-to-school/pages/faq.aspx
• Resources: https://www.tcdsb.org/FORSTUDENTS/back-to-school/Pages/resources.aspx
• TCDSB Reopening Plan: https://www.tcdsb.org/FORSTUDENTS/back-toschool/Pages/reopening-plan.aspx
• Latest Updates: https://www.tcdsb.org/FORSTUDENTS/back-to-school/Pages/latestupdates.aspx
For information specifically about the virtual school (St. Anne Catholic Academy) please refer to
https://www.tcdsb.org/FORSTUDENTS/back-to-school/Pages/virtual-school.aspx
Sign Up for School Messenger for Absence Reporting and More
The student absence reporting system is also used to send critical and urgent messages from your school, and
from the school Board. For more information https://go.schoolmessenger.com).

Get Updates on School Bus Service
https://busplannerweb.torontoschoolbus.org/Cancellations.aspx

PARENT OPPORTUNITIES & INFORMATION
OAPCE Toronto Meeting Dates/Agendas
The next meeting is Tuesday, December 8 which is also the commissioning ceremony. Please note the
previously listed November date was incorrect.

Transition to High School Guidelines
Gifted Congregated Information Night & Virtual Sessions
Families interested in full-time elementary Gifted Program for their child with the exceptionality of
Giftedness, are invited to attend the virtual information sessions:
0B

•
•

December 1: Transfiguration of Our Lord
December 3: St. Victor

CSPC Consultation - S.P.05 - International Languages Elementary
At a CSPC meeting, please provide a forum for consultation with the parent community and
submit one response reflective of the collective voice of the parent community. Deadline: January 29
1B

Public Consultation: Policy S.P. 03, Age-appropriate Placement:
Curriculum and Program Supports – New Deadline

The Toronto Catholic District School Board (TCDSB) is in the process of creating a policy on Ageappropriate Placement: Curriculum and Program Supports, Policy S.P. 03. The TCDSB is committed to the
learning of all students and provides a range of differentiated placements, programs, and interventions to
support student success. While the TCDSB adopts the Ministry of Education mandate of placing students in
age-appropriate settings (Ontario Schools, Kindergarten to Grade 12, p.52), it also commits to providing
individualized accommodations to students with abilities/disabilities in order to enable them to have
meaningful access to education services.
Details: https://www.tcdsb.org/Board/TCDSB-Community-Consultations/Pages/PolicySP03AgeappropriatePlacement.aspx
This survey will be open until Friday, January 22 at 3:00 PM (please only submit one response). All
responses will remain confidential.

Catholic Parent Involvement Committee (CPIC) Annual Report
https://www.tcdsb.org/FORPARENTS/ParentInvolvement/Publications/Documents/cpic-annual-report2019-2020.pdf

Reminder: School Year Calendar for 2020-21 including PA Days

https://www.tcdsb.org/Calendar/PAandExamDays/Documents/tcdsb-school-year-calendar-2020-2021.pdf
Virtue of the Month for December: Charity
Resources and information:
https://www.tcdsb.org/Board/NurturingOurCatholicCommunity/VirtueoftheMonth/Pages/Default.aspx

OPPORTUNITIES FOR STUDENTS
Virtual Focus Groups for Black Students
The Equity Department is working on the Board’s Dismantling Anti-Black Racism (DABR) Strategy and
wants your input in its development.
2B

Safe Schools Secondary Symposium
Students who register will enter for a chance to win a $50 gift card and class set of calculators through Safe
Schools. The symposium will take place Tuesday, December 1 at 3:00 pm (virtual).
3B

Career Discovery Expo
Hosted by Dream Big Toronto on Wednesday, December 9 from 6 - 8:30 p.m., this FREE event
invites young women in Grades 7 to 12 explore new career pathways. Registration required.
4B

Tamil Canadian Heritage Month Poster Contest
Deadline December 7 at 5 p.m.
5B

Ontario University Fair

Due to continued health concerns, this year's in person event has been cancelled. Application deadline
is January 15, 2020. https://www.ontariouniversitiesfair.ca/

City of Toronto Parks and Recreation is Hiring

Details: https://jobs.toronto.ca/recreation/

EVENTS AND OBSERVANCES
December Observances
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•

December: Virtue of the Month: Charity
December 2: International Day for the Abolition of Slavery
December 3: International Day of Persons with Disabilities
December 6: The National Day of Remembrance and Action on Violence against
Women
December 8: Solemnity of the Immaculate Conception of the Blessed Virgin Mary
December 7 - 13: Hour of Code Week
December 10: International Human Rights Day
December 11: Hannukah (Judaism - Festival of Lights)
December 18: Last day of class before Christmas break
December 24: Advent ends
December 25: Christmas

•

December 26: Kwanzaa begins

December Meetings
•
•
•
•
•
•

December 2 - Special Education Advisory Committee
December 3 - Student Achievement
December 7 - Governance
December 7 - Catholic Parent Involvement Committee
December 9 - Corporate Services
December 10 - Regular Board

All Agendas and Minutes:

https://www.tcdsb.org/Board/TrusteesoftheBoard/boardmeeting/Pages/BoardMeeting.aspx

Don’t Miss Out on the Latest News and Information:
•
•

Visit the Board’s website www.tcdsb.org
Follow @TCDSB on twitter to get updates throughout the day

Guidance Corner
During the season of Advent, encourage your child to be charitable towards others. Forgiving
past hurts, extending the hand of friendship, and including those who are marginalized, is a
wonderful way to put our monthly virtue of Charity and our faith into action.
https://www.parents.com/parenting/money/donate-to-charity/9-ways-to-teach-your-childabout-charity/
https://redtri.com/how-to-introduce-the-concept-of-charity-to-your-kids/

The After 8 Student Transition Guide and Transition Guide for parents are available on the
TCDSB
website: https://www.tcdsb.org/ProgramsServices/SchoolProgramsK12/GuidanceCoopEd/Trans
ition%20to%20High%20School/Pages/default.aspx These guides will allow you to
review information about different aspects of high school such as The Credit System, Course
Types, Timetables, and Special Programs. The more information students have before going to
high school, the easier the transition becomes. Talk to your Gr. 8 child about his/her fears and
anxieties that they are having about going to high school and help them gather as much
information as possible.

All About Me student portfolios through www.myblueprint.ca offer opportunities for students to
document and reflect on their skills, learning, and interests.
Intermediate students are encouraged to work on their Individual Pathways Plans through their
profile on https://myblueprint.ca They can complete a Learning Skills survey, set goals for
achievement in school and personal interests and document their learning in their portfolios.

