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March 2021 
PRINCIPAL’S MESSAGE 
 
Dear Parents and Guardians, 
I would like to take this opportunity to welcome all students/parents back to the 
regular routine of in-class learning. It is evident that the students are happy to be 
back and I am sure you are also relieved for them to return. We have had several 
safety measures since September, and these continue to be in place. Please make 
sure that your child has his/her passport signed each morning and that they have two 
masks with them each day. A reminder to parents/visitors, you must wear a mask on 
school property when dropping off your child(ren) and picking them up at the end of 
the day. All staff at St. Gregory appreciate your cooperation and all your efforts in 
keeping our students, staff, and each other safe. We will continue to provide you 
with regular updates through School Messenger.  
This winter has seen its share of cold temperatures along with substantial 
accumulations of snow resulting in some recesses spent indoors as a safety 
precaution.  Student safety is our top priority, and we look forward to the arrival of 
warmer weather.   
As we celebrate the virtue of Forgiveness in March, we are urged to use the 
knowledge learned from daily prayers and anti-bullying messages that our staff 
members have delivered throughout this school year. The predominant theme is the 
power of living by the golden rule – “Do unto others as you would have them do unto 
you” and being mindful of including each individual. Forgiveness is a key factor in 
healthy human relationships. Forgiveness fosters tolerance and allows us to move 
forward instead of holding on to anger and resentment when someone hurts us. St. 
Gregory’s approach to discipline aims to promote a culture of compassion through 
restorative justice by listening to understand differing perspectives and encouraging 
opportunities for reparation. 
On Wednesday, February 24th we celebrated Pink Shirt Day, a day in which all were 
encouraged to wear pink shirts to school. Below is an explanation of how Pink Shirt 
Day evolved – Thank you to Mme. Bahsous and Madame Iaboni for the excerpt 
below: 
Pink Shirt Day was born because of two grade 9 students in Nova Scotia who saw a 
classmate being bullied for wearing a pink shirt on the first day of school.  The very 
next day, these two boys purchased a bunch of pink shirts and handed them out to 
other students in the school to wear as a way of supporting their classmate who 
was very horribly bullied. By the end of that first week, the school looked like a sea 
of pink and the message was made very clear; we stand in support of those who are 
bullied and will not be bystanders anymore. This year more than ever, let us lift 
each other up and participate in initiatives like this one, that remind us to be 
empathic and kind.  
 
God Bless, 
J. Pannozzo 
Principal 
 
 

SCHOOL HOURS/TIMES 

8:30 a.m. MORNING ENTRY 

10:12-10:27 a.m. A.M. RECESS 

11:15-12:15 p.m. LUNCH HOUR 

12:15 p.m. AFTERNOON ENTRY 

1:40-1:55 p.m. P.M. RECESS 

3:00 p.m. DISMISSAL 
 

 
All visitors to the school including parents 
and guardians are expected to report to 
the office immediately upon arriving at 
the school.  
A sign-in procedure is in place for every 
individual who enters the school. 

 
STUDENT ABSENCE REPORTING  
School Messenger has been implemented as the 
platform for reporting student late arrivals and 
absences. Parents/Guardians can reach School 
Messenger using the following options: 
 
PHONE 
1-833-251-3286 
 
ONLINE     
https://go.schoolmessenger.ca/#/home 
or SchoolMessenger Mobile App 
 
Early Dismissal 
Children who must leave before dismissal, must be 
signed out by their parent/guardian at the office. 
Please contact your child through the office, not by 
texting your child. 
 
Student Illness 
Children who are exhibiting symptoms consistent 
with COVID-19 or any other illness should stay 
home. COVID-19 passports must be signed daily for 
your child to enter the school. 

https://stgregorycspc.ca/
https://twitter.com/StGregoryCS
https://go.schoolmessenger.ca/#/home


 

 
 

 

In the past, Mystery Readers have been 
invited into Mrs. Bellissimo and Ms. Selby’s 
classroom to read a book of their choice to 
the class. Their identity is kept a secret and 
the children are given a series of clues to try 
and guess the reader. This year things had to 
be a little bit different but that did not stop 
the fun! A favourite part of their distance 
learning day was when students guessed 
who would be their next Virtual Mystery 
Reader. These readers included parents, 
siblings, students, Principals, Vice-Principals, 
Secretaries and even a Trustee. We thank all 
our Virtual Mystery Readers for taking the 
time to "virtually visit" the class! 
 

  
Ms. Rosa & Mrs. Kennedy's class were 
Mystery Visitors in Mrs. Martino’s class. The 
Grade 2 students shared their Pete the Cat 
inferring riddles with the FDK students & Ms. 
Rosa shared a beautiful story about animals 
which coincided with their Science unit 
about Growth and Changes in Animals. 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

100 DAYS OF LEARNING CELEBRATIONS 
 
 
 
 

On February 19, 2021, students in our Primary classes celebrated the 
100th Day of Learning. Some of our students dressed up like they were 
100 years old while others enjoyed counting and art activities related to 
the 100 days. 
 

 

 

 

MYSTERY VISITORS 

SCHOOL ACTIVITIES 

100 DAYS OF LEARNING CELEBRATIONS 



 

 

 
 

 

We are bringing back the GOTCHA 
campaign. GOTCHA stands for GOOD, 
OUTSTANDING, TEAM PLAYER, 
COURAGEOUS, HELPFUL, ACT. Staff will be 
looking to catch students performing acts of 
kindness and when they do students will be 
recognized and their names will be placed in 
a draw for a chance to win a Pizza Nova gift 
card!  
 

On Wednesday, February 17, staff, and students 
participated in a virtual Ash Wednesday liturgy 
with Father Sean. Although we were not able to 
receive the Ashes, we were still able to connect 
as a community through prayer and reflection.  
 

  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

100 DAYS OF LEARNING CELEBRATIONS 
 
 
 
 
 

The Huddle Up Bullying Prevention Program is an initiative created for 
students to influence positive change in their school community. Led by 
MLSE teams, The Toronto Argonauts, Raptors, Maple Leafs and TFC, the 
program’s purpose is to bring bullying education and awareness to 
schools across the city. St. Gregory has been fortunate enough to be a 
part of this program for the past two years. This year, Ms. Beltrano’s 
class has been working with Huddle Up - brainstorming initiatives and 
ideas to prevent bullying in the St. Gregory community and promote 
inclusivity. On February 26, students in grades 6-8 took part in a virtual 
assembly led by Jason Colero and Argos football player Llevi Noel, who 
shared their experiences and words of wisdom and encouragement. The 
students’ work was presented during the assembly. It was an inspiring 
experience for our students and staff.  

 

 
 
 
 
On Wednesday, February 24, 2021, staff, and students participated in 
Pink Shirt Day in recognition of anti-bullying intervention. This Pink Shirt 
Day the focus was working together and treating others with dignity and 
respect.  

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

 
 
 

 

GOTCHA 

SCHOOL ACTIVITIES 

HUDDLE UP VIRTUAL ASSEMBLY 

PINK SHIRT DAY – FEBRUARY 24 

 

 

 

ASH WEDNESDAY LITURGY 



 

 
 
 
 
 

 

 
 
 
 
Latest Updates on Weather Related Cancellations or Closures    
 

To get the latest information about school bus transportation, please go to 
https://busplannerweb.torontoschoolbus.org/Cancellations.aspx 
 

Parents are encouraged to subscribe to the transportation portal to get real time 
information about any transportation issues: 
https://busplannerweb.torontoschoolbus.org/Subscriptions/Login.aspx  
 

Information is also shared via Twitter. Follow @TCDSB. 
For more information: 
https://www.tcdsb.org/forstudents/healthandsafety/pages/weather-related-
safety-concerns.aspx  
 
 

If you are dropping materials off for your child, you will be asked to place the items on a 
small table just inside the front doors of the school. This is a new safety precaution that 
we have put in place to protect staff, students, and our parent community. Our office staff 
will ask your child to pick up their items from the table. Please label your child’s 
belongings when dropping them off.  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Parents are encouraged 
to attend the next CSPC meeting scheduled for 

Wednesday, March 17th, 2021 
Time: 7:00 p.m. (Zoom) 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

  

Virtue of the Month: Forgiveness  INCLEMENT WEATHER PROTOCOL 

New Drop-Off Table for Student Materials 

MARCH MONTHLY NEWS  

Overview of the Virtue of 
Forgiveness 

 
When someone you care about hurts 
you, you can hold on to anger, 
resentment and thoughts of revenge 
— or embrace forgiveness and move 
forward. Forgiveness is letting go of 
grudges and bitterness by embracing 
forgiveness, you can also embrace 
peace, hope, gratitude, and joy.  
 
  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Parents/Guardians are 
encouraged to monitor their 
children’s clothing selections to 
make sure they are prepared for 
colder temperatures and are 
appropriately dressed for outdoor 
recesses.  Students are expected 
to wear a winter coat, winter 
boots, snow pants, as well as a hat 
and gloves. 

We strongly encourage students 
to bring an extra pair of socks. 

 
                        
 

           

OUTDOOR WINTER ATTIRE 

CSPC NEWS   

 

https://busplannerweb.torontoschoolbus.org/Cancellations.aspx
https://busplannerweb.torontoschoolbus.org/Subscriptions/Login.aspx
https://www.tcdsb.org/forstudents/healthandsafety/pages/weather-related-safety-concerns.aspx
https://www.tcdsb.org/forstudents/healthandsafety/pages/weather-related-safety-concerns.aspx


 

Monthly Update from the Board  

March 2021 
 

IMPORTANT INFORMATION 
 

Return to School Update: April Break  

The Ministry of Education has announced that March Break for all publicly funded schools in Ontario will now take place 
April 12 to 17, 2021.  

COVID-19 Resources and Information 

For updates and information relating to COVID-19, please see  
• In-Person and Virtual Transfers: https://www.tcdsb.org/FORSTUDENTS/back-to-school/Documents/tcdsb-

communication-to-families-dec-2020.pdf 
• Frequently Asked Questions: https://www.tcdsb.org/forstudents/back-to-school/pages/faq.aspx  
• Resources: https://www.tcdsb.org/FORSTUDENTS/back-to-school/Pages/resources.aspx  
• Latest Updates: https://www.tcdsb.org/FORSTUDENTS/back-to-school/Pages/latest-updates.aspx  

 
For information specifically about the virtual school (St. Anne Catholic Academy) please refer to 
https://www.tcdsb.org/FORSTUDENTS/back-to-school/Pages/virtual-school.aspx  
 
PARENT OPPORTUNITIES & INFORMATION 
OAPCE Parents 4 Parents Press 

The first newsletter of 2021 from Ontario Association of Parents in Catholic Education. 
https://drive.google.com/file/d/15a3xRT2iY-B0jTjFjGGgYOTLtIcJQ97i/view  

Nurturing Our Families of Faith Newsletters 
These regular newsletters are designed to support the faith journey of students, staff and their families across the TCDSB. 
https://www.tcdsb.org/Board/NurturingOurCatholicCommunity/DistanceLearningResources/Pages/Nurturing-Our-
Families-of-Faith-Newsletters.aspx 

Transition to High School Guidelines 
 

St. Michael's Choir School Auditions 
Auditions for September 2021 admission at SMCS have begun, visit www.smcs.on.ca/auditions for information on how to 
audition.  https://smcs.on.ca/auditions#how-to-audtion  
 

Toronto Public Library Brainfuse: Online Homework Help 
For students in grades K-12 offered daily from 2:00 p.m. to 11:00 p.m. Also includes practice tests, support for 
adult learners, writing assistance, skills building and more. 
https://www.torontopubliclibrary.ca/detail.jsp?Entt=RDMEDB01938&R=EDB0193  
 

Mental Health Resources 
• CMHO: Your Child’s Mental Wellness and Remote Learning 
• City of Toronto: COVID-19: Mental Health Resources: It’s OK not to feel OK  
• Ontario: Mental health services for children and youth 

https://www.tcdsb.org/FORSTUDENTS/back-to-school/Documents/tcdsb-communication-to-families-dec-2020.pdf
https://www.tcdsb.org/FORSTUDENTS/back-to-school/Documents/tcdsb-communication-to-families-dec-2020.pdf
https://www.tcdsb.org/forstudents/back-to-school/pages/faq.aspx
https://www.tcdsb.org/FORSTUDENTS/back-to-school/Pages/resources.aspx
https://www.tcdsb.org/FORSTUDENTS/back-to-school/Pages/latest-updates.aspx
https://www.tcdsb.org/FORSTUDENTS/back-to-school/Pages/virtual-school.aspx
https://drive.google.com/file/d/15a3xRT2iY-B0jTjFjGGgYOTLtIcJQ97i/view
https://www.tcdsb.org/Board/NurturingOurCatholicCommunity/DistanceLearningResources/Pages/Nurturing-Our-Families-of-Faith-Newsletters.aspx
https://www.tcdsb.org/Board/NurturingOurCatholicCommunity/DistanceLearningResources/Pages/Nurturing-Our-Families-of-Faith-Newsletters.aspx
https://t.e2ma.net/click/dfc8yc/pkw0ine/hihx1t
https://smcs.on.ca/auditions#how-to-audtion
https://www.torontopubliclibrary.ca/detail.jsp?Entt=RDMEDB01938&R=EDB0193
https://t.e2ma.net/click/xik85c/pkw0ine/hy1jpu
https://t.e2ma.net/click/xik85c/pkw0ine/xq2jpu
https://t.e2ma.net/click/xik85c/pkw0ine/dj3jpu
https://t.e2ma.net/click/xik85c/pkw0ine/tb4jpu


 

 
Sign Up for School Messenger for Absence Reporting and More 

The student absence reporting system is also used to send critical and urgent messages from your school, and from the school 
Board. For more information https://go.schoolmessenger.com).  

Get Updates on School Bus Service 

https://busplannerweb.torontoschoolbus.org/Cancellations.aspx  
 

STUDENT OPPORTUNITIES & INFORMATION 
Anti-Racism Video Contest: Voices of Challenge and Change  
Students in grades 7 to 12 are invited to get creative and submit their video reflections about race. Group or Individual 
submissions accepted. Prizes will be awarded for the top three videos. 
Deadline: March 5, 2021 at 5 p.m. 

https://www.tcdsb.org/FORCOMMUNITY/HeritageCelebration/AfricanCanadianHeritage/Pages/Anti-
Racism-Video-Competition.aspx  

Julia Riccobene Excellence in Community Service Award 

Open to individual or group (12 years old and above) who show voluntary collaboration and engagement with the surrounding 
community that have a positive social, civic, cultural, or environmental impact, and supports values of equity, diversity and 
inclusion. Deadline: March 10, 2021. https://ynotservices.org/Julia-Riccobene-Award.php  

Toronto Community Housing: Investing in our Diversity Scholarship   

Applications are open to resident students entering any year of study, as long as they have not received an IIOD Scholarship 
in the past. Deadline: Thursday, March 18, 2021 at 5 p.m. 

https://www.torontohousing.ca/iiods  

Need someone to talk to? 

• Kids Help Phone is there for you with 24/7 confidential support. Counsellors can be reached by phone at 1-800-
668-6868 or by texting CONNECT to 686868. https://kidshelpphone.ca  

• LGBT YouthLine offers confidential and non-judgemental LGBTQ+ peer support through telephone, text and chat 
services. https://www.youthline.ca  
 

EVENTS AND OBSERVANCES  
March is Celtic Canadian Heritage Month 
Virtue of the Month: Forgiveness 
 
Important Days 
March 1-7: National Social Work Week  
March 5: World Day of Prayer 
March 8: International Women's Day 
March 17: St. Patrick's Day 
March 19: Feast Day of St. Joseph 
March 21: International Day for the Elimination of Racial Discrimination 
March 21: World Down Syndrome Day 
March 22: World Water Day 
March 27: Earth Hour 
March 28: Palm Sunday 

https://go.schoolmessenger.com/
https://busplannerweb.torontoschoolbus.org/Cancellations.aspx
https://www.tcdsb.org/FORCOMMUNITY/HeritageCelebration/AfricanCanadianHeritage/Pages/Anti-Racism-Video-Competition.aspx
https://www.tcdsb.org/FORCOMMUNITY/HeritageCelebration/AfricanCanadianHeritage/Pages/Anti-Racism-Video-Competition.aspx
https://ynotservices.org/Julia-Riccobene-Award.php
https://www.torontohousing.ca/iiods
https://kidshelpphone.ca/
https://www.youthline.ca/
https://www.tcdsb.org/forcommunity/heritagecelebration/celticcanadianheritage/pages/default.aspx
https://www.tcdsb.org/forcommunity/heritagecelebration/celticcanadianheritage/pages/default.aspx
https://www.tcdsb.org/forcommunity/heritagecelebration/celticcanadianheritage/pages/default.aspx
https://www.tcdsb.org/board/nurturingourcatholiccommunity/virtueofthemonth/Pages/Default.aspx
https://www.tcdsb.org/board/nurturingourcatholiccommunity/virtueofthemonth/Pages/Default.aspx
https://www.tcdsb.org/board/nurturingourcatholiccommunity/virtueofthemonth/Pages/Default.aspx
https://oasw.org/Public/Social_Work_Week_Tab/Social_Work_Week_Main_Page.aspx
https://oasw.org/Public/Social_Work_Week_Tab/Social_Work_Week_Main_Page.aspx
https://oasw.org/Public/Social_Work_Week_Tab/Social_Work_Week_Main_Page.aspx
https://worlddayofprayer.net/vanuatu-2021.html
https://worlddayofprayer.net/vanuatu-2021.html
https://worlddayofprayer.net/vanuatu-2021.html
https://cfc-swc.gc.ca/commemoration/iwd-jif/index-en.html
https://cfc-swc.gc.ca/commemoration/iwd-jif/index-en.html
https://cfc-swc.gc.ca/commemoration/iwd-jif/index-en.html
https://www.catholicculture.org/culture/liturgicalyear/calendar/day.cfm?date=2021-03-19
https://www.catholicculture.org/culture/liturgicalyear/calendar/day.cfm?date=2021-03-19
https://www.catholicculture.org/culture/liturgicalyear/calendar/day.cfm?date=2021-03-19
https://en.unesco.org/commemorations/nodiscriminationday
https://en.unesco.org/commemorations/nodiscriminationday
https://en.unesco.org/commemorations/nodiscriminationday
https://cdss.ca/community/events-activities/world-down-syndrome-day/
https://cdss.ca/community/events-activities/world-down-syndrome-day/
https://cdss.ca/community/events-activities/world-down-syndrome-day/
https://www.worldwaterday.org/
https://www.worldwaterday.org/
https://www.worldwaterday.org/
https://www.earthhour.org/
https://www.earthhour.org/
https://www.earthhour.org/
https://www.christianity.com/wiki/holidays/what-is-palm-sunday-bible-story-and-meaning-today.html


 

March Meetings 

March 2: Nurturing Our Catholic Community   
March 4: Student Achievement & Well-Being 
March 11: Corporate Services 
March 24: Special Education Advisory Committee 
March 25: Regular Board Meeting 
March 30: Ukrainian Speaking Advisory Committee 
 

All Agendas and Minutes: https://www.tcdsb.org/Board/TrusteesoftheBoard/boardmeeting/Pages/BoardMeeting.aspx  

Don’t Miss Out on the Latest News and Information: 
• Visit the Board’s website www.tcdsb.org 
• Follow @TCDSB on Twitter, @TorontoCatholicDSB on Instagram, and visit Toronto Catholic District School 

Board on Facebook to get updates throughout the day.  
 

  

Guidance Corner - March 

In March, we celebrate the virtue of Forgiveness, to coincide with the holy season of Lent.  Please help your 
children to continue to develop a forgiving nature and positive relationship skills. Using good manners, being 
respectful to peers, showing empathy, apologizing when necessary, and resolving conflicts peacefully, go a long 
way in building healthy relationships with others. Here are some helpful websites: 

https://www.allprodad.com/10-ways-to-teach-your-children-how-to-forgive/ 

https://www.verywellfamily.com/how-to-encourage-good-sibling-relationships-620105 

https://www.parentingscience.com/kids-make-friends.html 

https://www.mindful.org/how-to-gradually-introduce-kids-to-the-idea-of-forgiveness/ 

The High School Registration process for most high schools is now over. Please review the admission 
information that you received to ensure that all necessary registration steps have been taken. Signing your child 
up for the Summer Transition Credit Course is highly recommended. There may be other required forms that 
will need to be submitted on-line or presented in person when it is safe to do so. Please continue to monitor your 
email for updates. 

 

 

 

 

https://www.tcdsb.org/Board/TrusteesoftheBoard/boardmeeting/Pages/BoardMeeting.aspx
http://www.tcdsb.org/
https://www.allprodad.com/10-ways-to-teach-your-children-how-to-forgive/
https://www.verywellfamily.com/how-to-encourage-good-sibling-relationships-620105
https://www.parentingscience.com/kids-make-friends.html
https://www.mindful.org/how-to-gradually-introduce-kids-to-the-idea-of-forgiveness/
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