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APRIL 2021 
PRINCIPAL’S MESSAGE 
 
Welcome to Spring! I cannot believe that we are already beginning the 
month of April. Our Easter liturgy will take place on Thursday, April 1st via 
Zoom at 10:45 a.m. Thank you to Father Sean and Adam Kozak for their 
spiritual leadership that they continue to provide our students and staff.  
Our next CSPC meeting will be held Wednesday, May 19th at 7:00 p.m. via 
Zoom. Please contact Mr. Pannozzo should you wish a Zoom invite for the 
meeting.  
 
We celebrate and place our focus on the virtue of Justice during the month 
of April. This virtue guides our school’s discipline approach as we aim to 
encourage positive conflict resolution skills and strategies for all our 
students. 
 
We would like to express our gratitude for the commitment and dedication 
of our administrative assistants, Ms. Pulcini and Ms. Shanahan to fostering a 
compassionate and welcoming environment in our school office and for 
their dedication to student safety and well-being. On behalf of the entire 
school community, we wish them a Happy Administrative Professional’s 
Appreciation Day this month and thank them for their commitment to 
supporting our students in Catholic Education.  
 
Finally, we are beginning to plan for next year. Enclosed in this package is a 
form to be completed only if your child will not be returning to St. Gregory 
in September 2021. Please e-mail the form through School Messenger or 
have your child bring it to school and submit to the classroom teacher. 
We would like to take this opportunity to wish all families and friends of St. 
Gregory School a Happy and Holy Easter. 
 
God Bless, 
J. Pannozzo 
 
 
 
 

SCHOOL HOURS/TIMES 

8:30 a.m. MORNING ENTRY 

10:12-10:27 a.m. A.M. RECESS 

11:15-12:15 p.m. LUNCH HOUR 

12:15 p.m. AFTERNOON ENTRY 

1:40-1:55 p.m. P.M. RECESS 

3:00 p.m. DISMISSAL 
 

 
All visitors to the school including parents 
and guardians are expected to report to 
the office immediately upon arriving at 
the school.  
A sign-in procedure is in place for every 
individual who enters the school. 

 
STUDENT ABSENCE REPORTING  
School Messenger has been implemented as the 
platform for reporting student late arrivals and 
absences. Parents/Guardians can reach School 
Messenger using the following options: 
 
PHONE 
1-833-251-3286 
 
ONLINE     
https://go.schoolmessenger.ca/#/home 
or SchoolMessenger Mobile App 
 
Early Dismissal 
Children who must leave before dismissal, must be 
signed out by their parent/guardian at the office. 
Please contact your child through the office, not by 
texting your child. 
 
Student Illness 
Children who are exhibiting symptoms consistent 
with COVID-19 or any other illness should stay 
home. COVID-19 passports must be signed daily for 
your child to enter the school. 
 
 
 
 
 

http://stgregorytoronto.com/
https://twitter.com/StGregoryCS
https://go.schoolmessenger.ca/#/home


 

 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
International Women's Day (IWD) is a global day celebrating 
the social, economic, cultural, and political achievements of 
women. St. Gregory’s students recognized this special day by 
participating in a variety of activities including celebrating 
female authors, characters, saints, and historical game 
changers, as well as participating in virtual events through the 
TCDSB.  

 

,  
 

SCHOOL ACTIVITIES 

INTERNATIONAL WOMEN’S DAY – MARCH 8 

 

 

 

FEBRUARY AND MARCH GOTCHA WINNERS 

Back in December, St. Gregory participated in the ‘Save the 
Water’ Campaign. Students learned about the water crisis 
in First Nations Communities, particularly the Neskantaga 
First Nation Community in Northern Ontario. Students 
created Christmas Cards for the community. In February, 
students continued to learn about the water crisis and lent 
their voices to the cause by writing letters and emails to 
Prime Minister Trudeau and the Minister of Indigenous 
Services. A letter in response from the Prime Minister’s 
office can be found at the end of this newsletter. Mrs. 
Bellissimo and Ms. Selby’s FDK class sent their concerns in 
a slide show and were very excited to receive a response 
from the office of the Prime Minister and from the Minister 
of the Environment and Climate Change proving that even 
the littlest members of our community can have an impact 
and create change! 

 

The TCDSB has provided our school with HEPA Air 
Purifiers. These portable units have been installed in each 
classroom at St. Gregory.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

St. Gregory’s students have stepped up to the kindness 
challenge. Congratulations to our February winners Xavier 
(FDK), Nathan (Gr. 2), MeKenzie (Gr. 6), and Emma (Gr. 8) and 
to our March winners Kai (FDK), Matthew (Gr. 3), MacKenzie 
(Gr. 5) and Lara (Gr. 8) for being caught in the act of kindness. 
Each winner received a $5 Pizza Nova gift card. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

SAVE THE WATER CAMPAIGNE 

SCHOOL BUS SAFETY PRESENTATIONS 

HEPA AIR PURIFIERS 

Students from K-8 participated in a virtual Bus Safety 
Presentation. This year a trip on the bus looks different from 
previous years due to COVID-19. Videos with popular character 
Buster the Bus and Junior/Intermediate-level bus safety 
programs were provided. Students from K-3 received a student 
activity booklet with follow-up activities. 



 

 
 
 
On March 17, staff and students enjoyed celebrating St. 
Patrick’s Day by wearing green!  
 
 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

APRIL CHRISTIAN VIRTUE - JUSTICE ST. PATRICK’S DAY – MARCH 17 

The virtue for the month of April is Justice. Justice means 
that we deal fairly with others, recognizing the equality 
and dignity of all. It requires that we work to ensure that 
all people, especially the poor and the weak, have access 
to opportunities. It assumes that none of us is free until 
all of us are. One of the central tenants of Catholic social 
teaching is the dignity of the human being; we are all 
created in the image of God, and therein rests our 
inalienable dignity. Justice is extended to people, 
animals, the environment, the whole universe. 

 

  

  

 

CSPC NEWS 

Our next CSPC Meeting will be held on 

Wednesday, May 19, 2021 

At 7:00 p.m. via Zoom 

 

 

 

We are asking that parents do not stand on the boulevard 
indicated in the photo below during end of day dismissal. 
It is difficult for our Bus Drivers to make the right turn 
safely out of the parking lot. Your assistance and 
cooperation are appreciated. 

 

BUS SAFETY AT THE END OF THE DAY 



 

 
 
 
Lent is a period of about six weeks before Easter. It is a time in which we practice prayer, fasting, and almsgiving. The period 
of Lent ends at Easter, which is a time of great celebration as we think of how Jesus had died on the cross but then rose 
again from the dead. St. Gregory’s students have been preparing their hearts in preparation for Jesus’ resurrection. 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Ms. Taya Grade 2 
  

    Ms. Lunn Grade 1 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
  Ms. Trinetti Grade 3/4  

 
     Ms. Yetman Grade 3 

     Ms. Steponaitis Grade 3                                                                             

 
   Ms. Barone Grade 1 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
                                                                  Ms. Beltrano Grade 7/8      Ms. Caruana Grade 3 
 
 
 

LENT 2021 
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April 1, 2021 
 
Dear Parents/Guardians:  
 
 
We thank you for choosing our Catholic school for your child’s spiritual, academic, emotional, and physical development.  
We have dedicated teachers and support staff who make every possible effort to meet the individual needs of our 
students. 
 
We trust that your child(ren) will continue their Catholic education with us in September 2021.   Our Mission states that, 
“In a school community formed by Catholic beliefs and traditions, our Mission is to educate students to their full 
potential.” With all of us working together - home, school, and parish - we are confident that we will be successful in 
achieving this goal. 
 
As we start to plan for the next school year, we look to you for your continued support with the enrolment of your 
child(ren) in the next school year.  However, if you will NOT BE RETURNING, please return the bottom portion of this 
letter to your child’s classroom teacher by April 16th, 2021   
 
We look forward to our continued support in providing your child with a valuable and successful Catholic education.  
Should you have any questions, please do not hesitate to contact me.   
 
Sincerely, 
 
J. Pannozzo 
Principal 

NOT RETURNING TO ST. GREGORY 
Name of Child: _____________________________________________ Teacher:  _______________ 
          Grade:  ________________ 
 
NO, my child will not be returning in September 2021 due to: 
 

Moving: ____  My child will be attending: (Name of School) _________________________________________________ 
 
  In the City of: ________________________________________  
 
Other:    ____   If possible, please provide details: _______________________________________  
 
__________________________________________________________________________________ 
 
Parent Signature: ____________________________________________   Date: ________________ 

Thank you for your continued support of Catholic Education. 
 

http://stgregorytoronto.com/


 

Monthly Update from the Board  

April 2021 
 

IMPORTANT INFORMATION 
 

2021-2022 Budget Consultation and Virtual Town Halls 

Share your feedback about student supports, staffing and facilities! This year’s consultation will feature an online survey from 
April 1 – 30, 2021, in addition to three themed Virtual Town Halls: 

• Theme 1 Students: Tuesday, March 30, 2021 from 6:00 - 7:30 p.m.  
• Theme 2 Staffing: Wednesday, March 31, 2021 from 6:00 - 7:30 p.m.  
• Theme 3 Facilities: Tuesday, April 20, 2021 from 6:00 - 7:30 p.m.   

For more information, including Frequently Asked Questions, visit www.tcdsb.org/budget2021 

Easter Holiday and April Break Reminders 

• Please be advised that all TCDSB schools and offices will be closed on Friday, April 2 (Good Friday) and Monday 
April 5 (Easter Monday). Classes will resume Tuesday, April 6, 2021.  

• The Ministry of Education has announced that March Break for all publicly funded schools in Ontario will now take 
place April 12 to 17, 2021.  

 

Update RE: Ontario Secondary School Literacy Test 

Please note TCDSB will not administer the optional OSSLT for students in Grades 10 and 11 planned for the spring of 2021. 
https://www.tcdsb.org/FORSTUDENTS/back-to-school/Documents/osslt-tcdsb-march-2021.pdf  

Information and Resources for the 2020-2021 School Year 

• TCDSB Top 10 Health and Safety Reminders 
• Equity Student and Family Community Resources 
• Supporting Students’ Mental Health During a Pandemic (COVID-19) 

 

Equity Student and Family Resources 

Resources for students and families to support 2SLGBTQ+ students, racialized students, and students experiencing 
poverty, grief/loss, and homelessness. https://www.tcdsb.org/FORCOMMUNITY/CommunityRelations/Equity-
Events-Resources/Pages/Student-and-Family-Community-Resources.aspx 

Anti-Asian Racism Statement from the Director of Education and Chair of the Board 

https://www.tcdsb.org/Board/BoardAdministration/DirectorofEducation/Documents/tcdsb-statement-march-
2021.pdf  

 

TCDSB Race Relations Committee: Applications for Membership 

http://www.tcdsb.org/budget2021
https://www.tcdsb.org/FORSTUDENTS/back-to-school/Documents/osslt-tcdsb-march-2021.pdf
https://www.tcdsb.org/FORSTUDENTS/back-to-school/Documents/top-10-health-safety-reminders.pdf
https://www.tcdsb.org/FORCOMMUNITY/CommunityRelations/Equity-Events-Resources/Pages/Student-and-Family-Community-Resources.aspx
https://tcdsbcec.sharepoint.com/sites/MentalHealth/CategorizedResources/Forms/AllItems.aspx?id=%2Fsites%2FMentalHealth%2FCategorizedResources%2FSupporting%20Student%20Mental%20Health%20During%20a%20Pandemic%2Epdf&parent=%2Fsites%2FMentalHealth%2FCategorizedResources
https://www.tcdsb.org/FORCOMMUNITY/CommunityRelations/Equity-Events-Resources/Pages/Student-and-Family-Community-Resources.aspx
https://www.tcdsb.org/FORCOMMUNITY/CommunityRelations/Equity-Events-Resources/Pages/Student-and-Family-Community-Resources.aspx
https://www.tcdsb.org/Board/BoardAdministration/DirectorofEducation/Documents/tcdsb-statement-march-2021.pdf
https://www.tcdsb.org/Board/BoardAdministration/DirectorofEducation/Documents/tcdsb-statement-march-2021.pdf


 

Members of the TCDSB community are invited to consider serving on the Race Relations Committee (RRC). 
Deadline to apply: April 2, 2021.  

https://www.tcdsb.org/FORCOMMUNITY/CommunityRelations/AdvisoryCommittees/Documents/race-
relations-committee-application-form.pdf  

 
FAMILY OPPORTUNITIES & INFORMATION 
EarlyON Centres ONLINE Programs 

TCDSB Early ON Child & Family Centres - located at 19 TCDSB schools - are currently offering ONLINE programs & 
services to families, including interactive fun, stimulating early learning activities to do at home, provided by qualified ECEs. 
Contact your nearest EarlyON Centre for details: 
https://www.tcdsb.org/ProgramsServices/EarlyYears/EarlyON/Pages/default.aspx  

JVS Toronto: Path 2 Work  

JVS Toronto offers free services to help youth and adults with developmental disabilities find employment. 
https://www.jvstoronto.org/  

Toronto Public Library Brainfuse: Online Homework Help 

For students in grades K-12 offered daily from 2:00 p.m. to 11:00 p.m. Also includes practice tests, support 
for adult learners, writing assistance, skills building and more. 
https://www.torontopubliclibrary.ca/detail.jsp?Entt=RDMEDB01938&R=EDB0193  
 
Mental Health Resources 

• CMHO: Your Child’s Mental Wellness and Remote Learning 
• City of Toronto: COVID-19: Mental Health Resources: It’s OK not to feel OK  
• Ontario: Mental health services for children and youth 

 
Sign Up for School Messenger for Absence Reporting and More 

The student absence reporting system is also used to send critical and urgent messages from your school, and from the school 
Board. For more information https://go.schoolmessenger.com).  

Get Updates on School Bus Service 

https://busplannerweb.torontoschoolbus.org/Cancellations.aspx  
 

STUDENT OPPORTUNITIES & INFORMATION 
Anti-Racism Video Contest: DEADLINE EXTENDED 
What's your message for standing up to injustice? Students in grades 7 to 12 are invited to get creative and submit 
their video reflections. Individual or team submissions. Cash prizes for winning entries. Deadline: Friday, April 9, 
2021 at 5 p.m. Questions? Contact jodelyn.huang@tcdsb.org. 

https://www.tcdsb.org/FORCOMMUNITY/HeritageCelebration/AfricanCanadianHeritage/Pages/Anti-Racism-
Video-Competition.aspx  

STEM Camp: Summer 2021 Camp Counsellor Jobs  

https://www.tcdsb.org/FORCOMMUNITY/CommunityRelations/AdvisoryCommittees/Documents/race-relations-committee-application-form.pdf
https://www.tcdsb.org/FORCOMMUNITY/CommunityRelations/AdvisoryCommittees/Documents/race-relations-committee-application-form.pdf
https://www.tcdsb.org/ProgramsServices/EarlyYears/EarlyON/Pages/default.aspx
https://www.jvstoronto.org/
https://www.torontopubliclibrary.ca/detail.jsp?Entt=RDMEDB01938&R=EDB0193
https://t.e2ma.net/click/xik85c/pkw0ine/hy1jpu
https://t.e2ma.net/click/xik85c/pkw0ine/xq2jpu
https://t.e2ma.net/click/xik85c/pkw0ine/dj3jpu
https://t.e2ma.net/click/xik85c/pkw0ine/tb4jpu
https://go.schoolmessenger.com/
https://busplannerweb.torontoschoolbus.org/Cancellations.aspx
https://www.tcdsb.org/FORCOMMUNITY/HeritageCelebration/AfricanCanadianHeritage/Pages/Anti-Racism-Video-Competition.aspx
https://www.tcdsb.org/FORCOMMUNITY/HeritageCelebration/AfricanCanadianHeritage/Pages/Anti-Racism-Video-Competition.aspx


 

Stem Camp has 85 locations across Ontario and are hiring 600 camp counsellors this summer. 
https://stemcamp.ca/summer-camp-jobs/  

Reason One Mentorship & Scholarship Program  
 One $10,000 scholarship and five (5) $1000 micro-scholarships awarded to Black students between the ages of 17-35 years old 
enrolled or recently accepted in a digital-discipline program, pursuing or with plans to pursue a career in tech. Deadline: April 
20, 2021. https://www.reasononeinc.com/romsp  

Need someone to talk to? 

• Kids Help Phone is there for you with 24/7 confidential support. Counsellors can be reached by phone at 1-800-
668-6868 or by texting CONNECT to 686868. https://kidshelpphone.ca  

• LGBT YouthLine offers confidential and non-judgemental LGBTQ+ peer support through telephone, text and chat 
services. https://www.youthline.ca  

 

EVENTS AND OBSERVANCES  
April is Volunteer Appreciation Month 
Virtue of the Month: Justice 
 
Important Days 
April 1: Holy Thursday 

April 2: Good Friday (schools and offices are closed) 

April 2: Autism Awareness Day 

April 3: Holy Saturday 

April 4: Easter Sunday 

April 5: Easter Monday (schools and offices are closed) 

April 5-9: Volunteer Appreciation Week  

April 7: World Health Day 

April 9: Vimy Ridge Day 

April 14: International Day of Pink - LGBTQ antibullying awareness 

April 22: Earth Day/School Clean-up Day 

April 28: Administrative Assistants Day 

April Meetings 

April 6: Governance & Policy  

April 7: Audit Committee 

April 7: Portuguese Speaking Advisory Committee 

April 8: Filipino Speaking Advisory Committee 

April 8: Student Achievement & Well-Being 
April 15: Corporate Services 

https://stemcamp.ca/summer-camp-jobs/
https://www.reasononeinc.com/romsp
https://kidshelpphone.ca/
https://www.youthline.ca/
https://www.tcdsb.org/board/nurturingourcatholiccommunity/virtueofthemonth/Pages/Default.aspx
https://www.tcdsb.org/board/nurturingourcatholiccommunity/virtueofthemonth/Pages/Default.aspx
https://www.tcdsb.org/board/nurturingourcatholiccommunity/virtueofthemonth/Pages/Default.aspx


 

April 19: Catholic Parent Involvement Committee 
April 21: Special Education Advisory Committee 
April 22: Regular Board Meeting 

April 28: Nurturing Our Catholic Community   

All Agendas and Minutes: https://www.tcdsb.org/Board/TrusteesoftheBoard/boardmeeting/Pages/BoardMeeting.aspx  

Don’t Miss Out on the Latest News and Information: 
• Visit the Board’s website www.tcdsb.org 
• Follow @TCDSB on Twitter, @TorontoCatholicDSB on Instagram, and visit Toronto Catholic District School 

Board on Facebook to get updates throughout the day.  
 

Guidance Corner for April 
 

Easter Blessings 
Happy Easter to you and your family. The Easter Season traditionally fills us with a renewed sense of hope and 
joy. You are encouraged to help your children live out their faith by finding ways to serve others. It is in 
recognizing the needs of others that we build empathy and strong relationships with those around us. 
 

Encouraging the Development of Self-Regulation  
Understanding how the brain works might help us to understand why children behave the way that they do at 
times. Children often lose control of their emotions because they have not yet learn how to control and 
regulate them. Dr. Dan Siegel’s (UCLA) Brain in the Palm of Your Hand explanation can help you to understand 
how your child’s developing brain works and how you can encourage them to learn strategies to control their 
emotions. Please click on the two videos below for more information.  
 

Flipping Your Lid - The Brain in the Palm of Your Hands by Learn with Liz 
https://video.link/w/8KYec 
Why Do We Lose Control of Our Emotions by Kids Want to Know 
https://video.link/w/qNYec 
 

Spring Break Ideas 
 

Here are a few sites that offer suggestions for you and your family during Spring Break: 
 

Spring Break CampTO offers both in-person and online opportunities: 
https://www.toronto.ca/explore-enjoy/recreation/campto/ 
 

These sites offer a variety of ideas, at varying costs: 
https://www.toronto4kids.com/family-fun/family-guides/spring-break-camp-guide-2021/article_b3b8ad4a-
61ac-11eb-be2b-07a1188a5900.html 
 

https://www.todocanada.ca/march-break-activities-toronto/ 
 

https://www.tcdsb.org/Board/TrusteesoftheBoard/boardmeeting/Pages/BoardMeeting.aspx
http://www.tcdsb.org/
https://video.link/w/8KYec
https://video.link/w/qNYec
https://www.toronto.ca/explore-enjoy/recreation/campto/
https://www.toronto4kids.com/family-fun/family-guides/spring-break-camp-guide-2021/article_b3b8ad4a-61ac-11eb-be2b-07a1188a5900.html
https://www.toronto4kids.com/family-fun/family-guides/spring-break-camp-guide-2021/article_b3b8ad4a-61ac-11eb-be2b-07a1188a5900.html
https://www.todocanada.ca/march-break-activities-toronto/
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