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March 2022
PRINCIPAL’S MESSAGE
Dear Parents and Guardians,
This week we enter the season of Lent and are called to be gentle and humble in heart
through prayer and reflection, especially as we continue to stand together in solidarity
with the beautiful country and people of Ukraine. We continue to pray for peace and
find ways to support each other and our students.
In March, we celebrate the virtue of Forgiveness in March, we are urged to use the
knowledge learned from daily prayers and anti-bullying messages that our staff
members have delivered throughout this school year. The predominant theme is the
power of living by the golden rule – “Do unto others as you would have them do unto
you” and being mindful of including everyone. Forgiveness is a key factor in healthy
human relationships. Forgiveness fosters tolerance and allows us to move forward
instead of holding on to anger and resentment when someone hurts us.
This winter has seen its share of cold temperatures along with substantial accumulations
of snow resulting in some recesses spent indoors as a safety precaution. Student safety
is our top priority, and we look forward to the arrival of warmer weather.
At St. Gregory, we celebrated and supported African Canadian Heritage Month,
Childhood Cancer Canada Foundation, The Angel Foundation for Learning and Pink Shirt
Day during the month of February.
Pink Shirt Day was born because of two grade 9 students in Nova Scotia who saw a
classmate being bullied for wearing a pink shirt on the first day of school. The very next
day, these two boys purchased a bunch of pink shirts and handed them out to other
students in the school to wear as a way of supporting their classmate who was very
horribly bullied. By the end of that first week, the school looked like a sea of pink and
the message was made very clear; we stand in support of those who are bullied and will
not be bystanders anymore. This year more than ever, let us lift each other up and
participate in initiatives like this one, that remind us to be empathic and kind.
Please note that first term report cards were e-mailed on Tuesday, February 15th, 2022
to your child’s TCDSB e-mail account. We encourage parents/guardian to continue your
normal practices of staying in contact with your child’s teacher as needed to remain
informed about their progress. The March Break begins on Monday, March 14 th, 2022 to
Friday, March 18th, 2022. We look forward to all students and staff returning to school
on Monday, March 21st, 2022.
Thank you for your continued support.
J. Pannozzo
Principal

SCHOOL HOURS/TIMES
8:30 a.m.

MORNING ENTRY

10:12-10:27 a.m.

A.M. RECESS

11:15-12:15 p.m.

LUNCH HOUR

12:15 p.m.

AFTERNOON ENTRY

1:40-1:55 p.m.

P.M. RECESS

3:00 p.m.

DISMISSAL

Staggered dismissal begins at 2:45 pm and
ends at 3:00 pm. We are asking all parents
to adhere to health and safety guidelines
while on school property. Remember to:
1. Wear your mask.
2. Watch your distance.
Thank you for your cooperation!
STUDENT ABSENCE REPORTING
School Messenger has been implemented as the
platform for reporting student late arrivals and
absences. Parents/Guardians can reach School
Messenger using the following options:
PHONE
1-833-251-3286
ONLINE
https://go.schoolmessenger.ca/#/home
or SchoolMessenger Mobile App
Early Dismissal
Children who must leave before dismissal, must be
signed out by their parent/guardian at the office.
Please contact your child through the office, not by
texting your child.
Student Illness
Children who are exhibiting symptoms consistent
with COVID-19 or any other illness should stay
home. COVID-19 passports must be signed daily for
your child to enter the school.

SCHOOL ACTIVITIES
AFRICAN HERITAGE MONTH

AFRICAN HERITAGE MONTH
Celebration of Learning! F LE

February was African Canadian Heritage Month! This
year’s theme was “Beyond Black History”, as we are
reminded of the importance of learning Black history,
acknowledging Black excellence, and centering Black
voices this month and BEYOND!
Our Call to Action ~ Providing opportunities for staff and
student to acknowledge and learn Black excellence. On this
journey of learning, students learned about the Honourable
Jean Augustine. She was a former TCDSB educator, Vice
Principal and Principal. In fact, Jean Augustine was a former
administrator at St. Gregory. She put a motion before
Parliament to recognize February as Black History Month,
asking “That this House take note of the importance of Black
Canadians to the settlement, growth and development of
Canada, the diversity of the Black community in Canada and
its importance to the history of this country.” This motion
passed in December of 1995, and February was proclaimed
Black History Month in Canada.

Martin Luther King
Marti

ARNING

CELEBRATIO
Chynika Wright, a Black,
Canadian TCDSB teacher
and author visited the
students of St. Gregory.
She did a book reading of
her book, “My Unique
Name”. Students learned
that our world is filled with
people with beautiful
names!

Our Call to Action ~ Ensuring all voices are present and heard.
Essential to building equitable learning environments, we
need to ensure that our teaching materials are inclusive of all
students in our school and that everyone voice is present.
Many thanks to Mr. Regner for helping to order new books
and setting up this interactive book display to honour our Call
to Action.
The students in
Grade 2 are
gathering details &
exploring character
traits about
important figures, in
honour of Black
History Month.
#BlackHistoryMonth

100 DAYS OF LEARNING CELEBRATIONS
In the 3rd week of February, students in our Primary
classes celebrated the 100th Day of Learning. Many of
our students were engaged and enjoyed a variety of
learning experiences related to the 100 days.

PINK SHIRT DAY
On Wednesday, February 23, staff, and students
participated in Pink Shirt Day. This year’s theme was “Lift
Each Other Up”….Bullying of any kind has no place in the
Toronto Catholic District School Board. Today our
diversity is becoming more visible than ever as people
continue to embrace their cultures, identities, and true
selves in more open and direct ways; making the need
to lift each other up and have greater acceptance,
respect, and inclusion for everyone so
important. Wearing pink shows your commitment to
being an ally and standing up to bullying.

SCHOOL ACTIVITIES
LITURGY LIVESTREAM
On February 9th, staff, and students participated in a
virtual liturgy with Father Sean. It was such a great
opportunity to be able to connect as a community
through prayer and reflection.

TUESDAY’S
100 DAYSTOONIE
OF LEARNING
CELEBRATIONS
LET’S PUT TWO AND TWO TOGETHER AND WATCH CHANGE
HAPPEN!!!
Many thanks to staff and students for your support in raising money
and awareness on our Toonie Tuesday’s.
Tuesday February 15th- Childhood Cancer Awareness Day: Staff and
students were invited to wear their
Superhero Shirts and donate a toonie. $765
was collected on this day and will be
donated to the Childhood Cancer Canada
Foundation.
Tuesday February 22nd – Angel Foundation for
Learning (AFL): Staff and students were invited to
dress down in their civvies clothes and donate a
toonie. $688.95 was collected and will be donated
to the AFL to help students and families in need.

“A Hero Can Be Anyone”…Inspiring Words by BATMAN

“We are children of the LIGHT, and children
of the DAY. We are not of the night, or of
darkness.” ~1 Thessalonians 5:5
PARISH NEWS
Daily LENT Reflections
The season of Lent provides us all with a unique
invitation to grow in our discipleship to Jesus
daily.
This LENT Season you are invited to take part in
an online Daily Devotional Reflection with St
Gregory’s Parish Catechists, Julia & Adam Kozak.
Each day a new reflection will be shared to help
our growth in faith through this Lent Season.
The Lenten Reflections are about a 3 minute
read and designed to be insightful, challenging
and uplifting!
To receive the link for the daily reflections on
your email, please email Julia at:
LentenReflections@hotmail.com
God bless you.

HAPPY VALENTINE’S DAY!
“Spread LOVE wherever you go. Let no one ever come to you without
leaving happier.” ~ Mother
Teresa

MARCH MONTHLY NEWS
Virtue of the Month: Forgiveness

Overview of the Virtue of
Forgiveness
When someone you care about hurts
you, you can hold on to anger,
resentment and thoughts of revenge
— or embrace forgiveness and move
forward. Forgiveness is letting go of
grudges and bitterness by embracing
forgiveness, you can also embrace
peace, hope, gratitude, and joy.

INCLEMENT WEATHER PROTOCOL
Latest Updates on Weather Related Cancellations or Closures
To get the latest information about school bus transportation, please go to
https://busplannerweb.torontoschoolbus.org/Cancellations.aspx
Parents are encouraged to subscribe to the transportation portal to get real time
information about any transportation issues:
https://busplannerweb.torontoschoolbus.org/Subscriptions/Login.aspx
Information is also shared via Twitter. Follow @TCDSB.
For more information:
https://www.tcdsb.org/forstudents/healthandsafety/pages/weather-relatedsafety-concerns.aspx

CSPC NEWS
The CSPC is happy to announce that all staff and students, at St Gregory’s, will be
receiving individually packaged pancakes, for Shrove Tuesday (March 2nd). In
addition, we are currently working towards having both hot lunches and pizza
lunches, available for students, following March break. Additional information
will be communicated accordingly.

OUTDOOR WINTER ATTIRE

Parents/Guardians are
encouraged to monitor their
children’s clothing selections to
make sure they are prepared for
colder temperatures and are
appropriately dressed for outdoor
recesses. Students are expected
to wear a winter coat, winter
boots, snow pants, as well as a hat
and gloves.
We strongly encourage students
to bring an extra pair of socks.

Parents are encouraged
to attend the next CSPC meeting scheduled for
Wednesday, March 23rd, 2022
Time: 7:00 p.m. (Zoom)

NEWS FROM TRUSTEE de DOMENICO

Calling All Artists!!
Trustee de Domenico will be hosting the 2nd Annual Emerging Young Artist Competition.
This is a great opportunity for the students of St. Gregory to showcase their artistic talent!
Do not miss the deadline and see submission details below.

Guidance Corner

Transition to Secondary School – Next Steps
At this time, most grade 8 students would have submitted their course selection and completed their registration. If you have yet to
do so, you may want to contact your child’s secondary school directly to inquire about how to proceed.
Change of Secondary School
If you are thinking about changing your child’s secondary schools, please inform the principal of your intent. The principal will be
able to put in the request for a change. Acceptance into a new school is dependant on availability of space. You will be placed on a
waitlist and an offer will be sent if space becomes available.

Mental Health Support
Support Hub for Youth
For resources on helping youth during the Covid-19 pandemic, visit Jack.Org for some practical resources.
https://jack.org/Resources/COVID-19-Youth-Mental-Health-Resource-Hub
Are You Noticing Mental Health Concerns for your Child?
Click on the following link to access a guide to help you when considering supports for you child.
https://smho-smso.ca/wp-content/uploads/2020/08/Info-sheet-noticing-concerns.pdf
Social Emotional Learning Activities
Please try some of these social emotional learning activities with your child to promote healthy mental wellness.
https://smho-smso.ca/wp-content/uploads/2020/07/EDMH-ParentActivities-FINAL-EN.pdf

March Break Ideas
Click on these links to find some activities that might be available to you and your families during the March Break.
https://childslife.ca/events/category/march-break/
https://www.todocanada.ca/march-break-activities-toronto/
https://jumpstart.canadiantire.ca/pages/march-break

Skills Ontario Activities
Skills Ontario is encouraging students to demonstrate skill development from any location through their #skillsanywherechallenge
and #skillsathome Series. It’s a fun way of providing your child with the opportunity to develop skills and raise awareness in skilled
trades and technology.
Click on this link https://www.skillsontario.com/skillsanywhere for the Skills Anywhere Challenges and this link
https://www.skillsontario.com/skillsathome for the Skills at Home Challenges. Although these activities are listed on a monthly
basis, by no means do you have to follow the months that are listed. Pick the activities that sound the most fun to you and start
creating.
And don’t miss out on the Skills Ontario Virtual Workshops. Click on this link to learn more and register by March 10.
https://www.skillsontario.com/march-break

David Ferrari
Elementary Guidance Counsellor Areas 1 & 2

